
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S5D07883 EXPERIMENTAL CHASING AND REPOUSSÉ 
 
Tutor: ABIGAIL BROWN 
 
Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 20 MAY – FRIDAY 25 MAY 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Learn methods for manipulating metal using repoussé and deep relief chasing techniques.  Beginners and 
advanced makers can explore metal forming through basic and experimental chasing techniques.  You 
will learn about pitch recipes, use of tools and shallow metal forming methods. 
 
The more experienced can continue to develop their skills according to their needs.  These techniques 
can be utilised to create jewellery, vessels or sculptural forms in future projects for the more advanced 
makers.  There will be ready made copper vessels in copper for you to use with these techniques. 
 
Your design ideas are discussed on a one-to-one basis and demonstrations and individual practical 
assistance enable the individual projects to progress successfully.  The course approach is strongly ideas 
led and you are encouraged to make simple drawings to communicate your ideas.   
 
The level of experience and complexity of ideas affects what you can achieve in the time but by the end 
of the course you should have effectively realised a chased design on flat sheets of copper or silver (at 
own cost) that can be used to create jewellery or as experiments for future projects.  You can also 
experiment with chasing shallow dished forms or use the hydraulic press to make shallow forms for 
chasing, decoration and texturing. 
 
You will receive instruction and support in a friendly and creative atmosphere.  The techniques are 
taught through practical demonstrations with the emphasis on encouraging students to have a go and to 
develop their own ideas. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL   
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Abigail Brown studied Silversmithing and Jewellery at Loughborough, graduating in 2001.  She is an 
internationally recognised artist silversmith and jeweller based in Cornwall and has had work exhibited at 
venues including the Victoria & Albert Museum, the Saatchi Gallery, Goldsmiths’ Hall and the German 
Goldsmiths’ House in Hanau.  She specialises in raising, forming, planishing and deep relief chasing 
techniques.  Abigail became a Freeman of the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths in 2014 and won the 
Bavarian State Prize in 2015. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 20 May  
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 
BRO85D1 
Continued  
  



Page 2 

 
Other days: Monday 21 May – Thursday 24 May 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Friday 25 May 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee: 
Small test sheets of copper for the introductory exercises and a small and medium sized copper beaker. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
A limited supply of silver 
Copper 
Drawing materials 
A fine line permanent marker pen 
There are basic tool kits for hire from the College Shop, which also stock a range of tools and 
consumables such as saw blades, drills and abrasive materials. If you have any tools of your own, please 
bring them with you (and ensure they are marked with your name). 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Research material for a possible surface pattern design if you have something in mind, such as 
photographs, drawings, foliage, found objects etc. 
A technical notebook/sketchbook 
An apron 
A camera (optional) 
Any metalwork/jewellery tools you may wish to bring (optional) 
A set of compasses 
Sensible footwear is required to participate in this course.  No sandals, trainers, ballet pumps.  Shoes 
should preferably be made of leather and cover the top of the foot, not be open. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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