
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S5D07881  STONE CARVING – KNOTS, TWISTS AND WEAVES 
 
Tutor: PAULA HAUGHNEY 
 
Dates:  5 DAYS  SUNDAY 20 MAY – FRIDAY 25 MAY 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Knots, twists and weaves are fascinating.  The functional subject becomes a satisfying three dimensional 
form in its own right.  Turk’s Head, Monkey’s Fist are just a few I found in a book of 3,800 knots.  They 
are everywhere; woven mats, plaited hair, bread and fences to mention a few.  These will give the 
inspiration for an interesting carved stone sculpture in relief or in the round. 
 
For the first project you work with a small piece of maltese limestone square to carve a woven pattern.  
You begin by making knots to understand the way the rope passes up and under or how it weaves 
through to make a pattern.  You will then design a simple woven pattern on paper, setting it out in a 
mathematical way.  Finally you carve a small relief in the maltese limestone to learn the techniques of 
relief carving and undercutting. 
 
For the next project you design and carve your own choice of subject through discussion with the tutor. 
It can be a relief carving, a knot or a figurative sculpture with a woven element. 
 
Individual tuition and group demonstrations on carving and techniques will be given throughout the 
course.  This course is for beginners or for those with experience and teaching is tailored to your needs, 
requirements and ambition. There will be resource materials and images available for inspiration and 
ideas, and a tutor talk with images on the first evening.  The tutor also provides you with relevant 
printed information throughout the course.  All tools and equipment are provided by the college for 
you to use during the course.  
 
At the end of the course there will be an informal class display of work completed and in progress to 
review and celebrate the experience and journey throughout the week. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course?  
This course can be physical and it is better to stand when carving, though it can be achieved sitting 
down.  It is held in the sculpture courtyard which is a short walk away from the main house and it is 
open to the elements on one side.  Bring suitable clothing and an umbrella.  Morning coffee and 
afternoon tea are provided in the Garden Restaurant. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Paula Haughney is an experienced stone carver, sculptor and teacher having practised her skills for over 
30 years.  All types of stone have featured in her work from soapstones to granite.  Her sculptures are 
in many public places in Britain and Europe, including St Katharine’s Dock, London, Lee Valley Park and 
Herne Bay in Kent which won the Rousse award for Public Art.  As a site specific sculptor she often 
carves the stone in its destined area as this informs the design and lets the public observe progress and 
ask questions.  This helps in the understanding and acceptance of the sculpture.  
 

“I enjoy the physicality of working in the landscape be it urban or countryside with the challenge of the 
elements and the task of reducing the stone to be a finished piece in the eye of the public”  Paula 
recently won a sculpture award at the Chelsea Arts Soceity annual exhibition. 
 
HAU1FD24 
Continued   



Page 2 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 20 May 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

An illustrated talk will be given on knots, twists and weaves in culture and art. 
Also some knot tying! 

 

Other days: Monday 21 May – Thursday 24 May 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start in the sculpture courtyard 
10.30am  Coffee in the Garden Restaurant 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch at the main house 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea in the Garden Restaurant 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Friday 25 May 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring any examples of knots, twists and weaves with you for display and any inspirational images. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
Stone is stored at the sculpture courtyard.  After choosing it is paid for in the craft shop. 
A variety of stones – Maltese and other limestones, slate, alabaster and soapstones – in different 
weights, sizes and shapes – from £2.45 – £6 a kilo will be available to purchase. 
 

Available from the Shop:  
Stone and general art materials. 
 

Available from the tutor:  
Some old architectural stone. 
 

Please bring: 
Strong boots or shoes 
Overall as can be dusty 
Gloves for working in 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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