
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SLW07787 CROCHET A GIANT DOILY RUG 
 
Tutor  SHAUNA RICHARDSON 
 
Days:  LONG WEEKEND  THURSDAY 12 APRIL – SUNDAY 15 APRIL 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE 
 
This course aims to introduce a new way of using crochet creatively. 
 
Using giant cotton cord participants will learn how to use unconventional materials to produce 
contemporary crochet work.   You will learn basic traditional crochet stitches, building techniques and 
skills, and expanding creativity.  Over the course you will complete a contemporary doily rug and will 
return home with your finished creation.  You will have learned about new materials and techniques and 
have an understanding of crochet and the creative possibilities of textiles. 
 
The Giant Doily Rug project will: 
• Introduce the use of alternative materials. 
• Teach traditional crochet stitches and technique. 
• Teach how to achieve the correct tension on yarn to create even flowing stitches. 
• Bestow a large finished piece to take home. 
 
Students will gain skills and the confidence to go forward and explore creative ways in which to use 
learned techniques and products to create future individual independent projects. 
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE 
For those with little or no experience. Suited to those who would like a structured introduction to 
traditional crochet techniques, and produce a contemporary finished piece to take home. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Award winning artist Shauna Richardson studied fine art at De Montfort University Leicester.  She has 
been crocheting all her life and is known for her individual freestyle crochet technique and her signature 
life-size animal sculpture for which she invented the term Crochetdermy®.  She has 15 years of teaching 
experience and is invited to both speak and run crochet workshops internationally.   
 

Shauna’s work has received much critical acclaim and has been exhibited internationally at many 
prestigious venues including Saatchi Gallery, the Natural History and Victoria & Albert Museums London.  
Crochetdermy® portraits include Mayor of London Boris Johnson as blond gorilla, and HRH Prince 
Harry as ginger baboon.  Public commissions include a flagship project for the London 2012 Olympic 
Games for which she crocheted three 25ft lions that toured the UK in a mobile glass vehicle.  Live 
television interviews include BBC News, Sunday Brunch and Winterwatch. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Thursday 12 April 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

Become familiar with an unconventional material.  Learn how to hold the 
material and achieve the correct tension.  Learning and practicing the first basic 
stitch before commencing course project. 
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Other days: Friday 13 and Saturday 14 April 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 15 April 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am Morning classes start 
10.30am Coffee 
11.00am Morning classes continue 
12.45pm Lunch 
2.00pm Afternoon classes 
3.00pm Classes finish 
3.30pm Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
None. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes the cost of cotton yarn to complete the project. 
 
Available from the tutor: 
Publication Crochetdermy@ by Shauna Richardson 
Cotton yarn 
Selected crochet hooks – you will need a 15mm crochet hook – this can be borrowed from the tutor 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them: 
15mm crochet hook – please bring if you can 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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