
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

SWE07858 NETSUKE CARVING 
 
Tutor: PETER CLOTHIER 
 
Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 11 MAY – SUNDAY 13 MAY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 

Learn to carve small netsuke work using flexible drive (pendant) drills.  We begin with detailed 
investigation and full training of the many available cutters and burrs, used on a range of materials. Ideas 
and design methods are then introduced to help you select a carving which is realistic to complete 
during the course.  Suitable subjects for making may include jewellery, netsuke, small walking stick 
handles, beads, and even antique replacement items.  Using very hard waxes also allows the making of 
patterns in preparation for lost wax casting. 
 

Enjoy the opportunity to experiment with some of a range of materials such as boxwood, stag antler 
(naturally shed), artificial ivory, vegetable ivory (Tagua nut), Perspex and hard wax.  Using pendant drills 
and a selection of burrs (rotary cutting tools) we will try out a range of materials and techniques.  
 

Using the material of your choice and using reference material (photos, drawings or objects supplied by 
you or the tutor) you will work a small scale sculpture. Initially small sketches made with wax or 
plasticine will be used to develop ideas and once established these models can be used to make 
templates and also for establishing initial measurements when working on your final piece. These will be 
in a range of sizes up to about 75mm (3 in) in the largest dimension. There will be demonstrations of 
each stage of working by the tutor as well as hints and ideas to help your progress as you work. 
 

By the end of the course you have the knowledge and confidence to continue with small scale sculpting, 
safely and have the ability to develop and produce work of a good standard. 
 

LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE 
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course. Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practise. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Peter Clothier works as a wood carver and sculptor, having studied sculpture at the City and Guilds of 
London Art School. His book Sculpting in Wood, was published in 2007 and he contributes articles to 
Woodcarving Magazine. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 11 May 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course 

Introduction to the workshop and equipment, health and safety rules, a first try out 
of the tools we will be using, establishing individual areas of interest for each student. 

 

Other days: Saturday 12 May 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
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Other days continued: Saturday 12 May 
 

12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working – the workshop will be available to students wishing to work 

on untutored, until 10pm, using only the techniques they have been trained in 
and observing the rules of safety at all times. 

 

Departure day: Sunday 13 May 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring some reference images suitable to carve in a small scale. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Available from the tutor – an additional charge:  
There will be a basic charge for the selection of suitable materials for carving. This will not be more than 
£10 per student and is in addition to any items you may purchase individually. This charge should be 
paid to the tutor before the end of the course, by cash or cheque. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Abrasive papers 
Drawing materials/paper/pencils 
Fine felt tip pen 
A limited range of burrs and polishing mops and wheels 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Close up/reading glasses if worn, and/or a magnifier if you have them 
Reference images, drawings, photos to inspire your carving 
An apron 
Covered footwear for workshop use 
 

All tools, including pendant drills will be supplied for use on the course but if you have tools (cutters or 
burrs) that you would like to try out please bring them (clearly identifiable please but no power tools – 
as these would require electrical testing at the College before use). To save time all cutters used will be 
using 1/8inch collets. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor will instruct students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence. All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College.  
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