
 
 
SUMMER SCHOOL SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SSS08044 MAKING BEAUTIFUL GLASS BEADS 
 

Tutor: SARAH DOWNTON 
 

Dates: 6 DAYS  SATURDAY 11 AUGUST – FRIDAY 17 AUGUST 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

Glass bead making is an accessible way of working hot glass and this course delivers an introduction to 
this exciting art form. Learn to make beautiful glass beads in the flame using a gas torch, coloured glass 
rods and several decorative techniques and materials. Those with some experience will be able to hone 
techniques and learn more control of the hot glass. 
 

You will receive plenty of torch time and a good grounding to the processes, materials and safe working 
practice. 
 

Learning is done in incremental steps to gradually build up skills and make increasingly complex designs 
and shapes, or practice and improve existing and new skills. Tutor demonstrations will be followed by 
individual practice, and occasional group and individual discussions. 
 

Repetition is necessary early on to help coordination and become more relaxed with the process. As 
the course progresses individual practice time will increase allowing you to pursue your personal ideas 
and consolidate skills. 
 

You will be given basic technical information about glass, and we will discuss tips for making better 
beads and the attributes of the ‘perfect bead’. 
 

A variety of books and the tutor’s beads will be available to view for inspiration. 
 

By the end of the course you will have made between 50 to 100 beads, depending on size and 
individual speed of work, and a piece of jewellery or collection of beads created using some of these 
beads.  The confidence and information gained will enable you to make beads independently and set up 
a torch at home.  Those with prior experience will have refined their skills and have a deeper 
understanding of the process. 
 

Techniques include: 

 Application of frits, powder, dots, stringer and metal. 

 Surface manipulation including raking, twisting and poking. 

 Hand shaping cylinders and hearts. 

 Using presses to shape glass. 

 Encasing. 

 Your choice of techniques for those with experience. 
 

General course timetable: 
Saturday:   Introduction to the equipment, first steps in melting glass and making simple beads and 

stringers. 
Sunday:  Simple decorative techniques including frit, dots and twists. 
Monday:  Shaping your beads into cylinders and other shapes. 
Tuesday:  Further decorative techniques, encased beads, silver leaf and wire. 
Wednesday:  Design and start making beads for your jewellery or suite of beads. 
Thursday:  Big hole beads for European charm bracelets and making the last beads for your 

jewellery/suite of beads. 
Friday:  Final tidying of bad ends, frosting etc. and assembly of jewellery piece. 
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LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to intermediate 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Sarah started making glass beads in 2002 and teaching beadmaking in 2006. She sells at bead and art 
fairs, is a City and Guilds qualified teacher and four times judge of the British Bead Awards. She is a 
member of the Surrey Guild of Craftsmen (where she sells her work), Glass Beadmakers UK and the 
International Society of Glass Beadmakers. 
 
 

GENERAL TIMETABLE:  
 

Please note: a detailed timetable covering all additional events and activities planned for your summer 
school week will be given to you on arrival. 
 

Arrival day: Saturday 11 August 
 

By 12.00noon  Arrival and registration for summer school students  
(Please note: some bedrooms may not be available until 1pm) 

12.15   Director’s Welcome in the Stewards Bar, followed by lunch 
2.00pm – 5.00pm First teaching session  
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.15pm  Tutors’ talks in the Old Library  
 

Other days: Sunday 12 to Thursday 16 August 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm Afternoon classes (except Wednesday afternoon which is untutored and free 

for excursions to Chichester, from 2–5pm) 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–10.00pm Evening working or additional timetabled summer school events 

Workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work on providing 
this has been agreed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 

 

Departure day: Friday 17 August 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am   Final teaching session 
10.30am    Coffee 
11.00am   Individual group reviews 
12.45pm   Lunch 
1.30pm–2.30pm  Displays of Summer School students’ work in studios 
3.00pm    Summer School ends 
3.30pm   Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Collect any visual inspiration and ideas for colours and designs for your beads and jewellery, bring any of 
this with you for reference. 
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MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm.  On the first and last 
days (ie Saturday and Friday) of your Summer School week the shop will be open until 4.30pm. 
 

For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first afternoon 
of your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes materials shared amongst the group; all fuel costs and glass that is stocked by 
the College. 
 
Additional charge: 
On this course the tutor may supply some of the materials such as fine silver foil and wire.  This charge 
will be minimal and should be paid to the tutor before the end of the course, by cash or card. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
A small range of findings and wires 
 
Available from the tutor: 
The tutor may supply some of the materials such as fine silver foil and wire, a small amount of frit, and 
rivets to glue into Big hole beads 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Please wear comfortable natural fibre clothing or bring an apron or old cotton shirt to cover clothes and 
arms and help protect against burning little holes. 
Please wear closed shoes, no bare feet or flip flops. 
Please bring something to tie or clip back long hair. 
Reading glasses if you need them 
Notebook or pad 
Pen and pencil 
Jam jar 
Any beadmaking and jewellery making tools you own, clearly labelled with your name. If you have 
didymium glasses please bring them. 
Any jewellery making supplies you already have, e.g. stringing materials, findings, spacer beads etc. 
Please note that lampwork beads are heavy so materials need to be strong. 
Any beads or jewellery that you have made previously or that you aspire to 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE VISUAL ART & CRAFT SUMMER SCHOOL  
 

Attending an intensive Summer School course allows you to experience a range of creative activities 
alongside your course.  Special Summer School features: 
 

• Inspirational talks by tutors and displays of their work. 
• A swap-over session to another course of your choice. 
• An optional evening at the Chichester Festival Theatre (pre-booked at a group rate, via a form we 
 send you in May). 
• A free afternoon on Wednesday to explore Chichester or other cultural highlights on offer in the 
 locality. 
• A special party with dinner, entertainment and music. 
 
DOW3SS1 
Continued   



Page 4 

 
 
• Workshop displays of students' work and informal end-of-course group reviews. 
• If your stay includes the weekend of 10–12 August, enjoy West Dean’s Chilli Fiesta in the gardens in 
 your free time and add a little ‘spice’ to your stay with all things chilli and live music from midday until 
 11pm on the front lawn. 
 

NON-RESIDENT STUDENTS are expected to attend evening sessions (which may last up to 10 pm), 
so their fees include coffee, lunch and dinner daily. 
 

RESIDENT STUDENTS:  Residents staying on for more than one Summer School week will have the 
additional dinner, bed and breakfast between the Summer School courses provided free of charge. 
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