
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S3D08181 EXPLORING GLASS BEADMAKING – DEVELOPING SKILLS 

 
Tutor: BARBARA MASON 
 
Dates: 3 DAYS  MONDAY 27 AUGUST – THURSDAY 30 AUGUST 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
The aims of this course are: 

 to improve the quality and appearance of your beads,  

 to extend the variety of the beads you can make, 

 to explore some new techniques.  
 
You will be shown ways to adjust the size of dots as well as to place them in a more regular fashion. 
Methods for improvement of cylindrical shapes will be explored. More practice in the use of stringers, 
including more complex stringer, will foster greater confidence in this difficult technique. 
 
By incorporating floral decorations and complex twisties in examples of encasement, as well as the 
possibility of using dichroic glass and metal inclusions, a wider range of bead styles can be undertaken 
and these will lead to increased width of skills base also. You can then choose which additional 
techniques you wish to pursue form the many possibilities 
 
By the end of the course you will have gained confidence in your ability to make beads of a more 
consistent nature, have explored new techniques and made many different beads to use in your own 
unique jewellery.  
 
Techniques covered: 

 dots – even placement, even size 

 floral decorations using dots 

 encasing larger beads 

 twisted stringers, 3+ colours, latticini 

 stringers as a tool 

 cylinders – improving ends 

 metal inclusions (optional) 

 using dichroic glass (optional) 

 using murrini (optional) 

 multiple layer beads (optional) 

 toggles & buttons (optional) 

 hollow beads (optional)  
 
There will also be time for any other items requested by individual students and time to pursue your 
own ideas. 
 
LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE 
Skills development.  For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills.  The focus 
is on further developing and building of skills working towards independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Barbara has been making glass beads since 1997 and teaching the art of beadmaking since 2003, both of 
which still give her much pleasure.  She is a founder member of the UK society of glass beadmakers, 
GBUK. 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Monday 27 August 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course.  

Health and safety, reminder of how to adjust the torch and different flame 
properties.  Make some small beads for reminders of good practice. 

 

Other days: Tuesday 28 and Wednesday 29 August 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Thursday 30 August 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring samples of work done previously – both good & bad!  Think about your strengths and weaknesses 
in terms of these beads. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
The cost of general materials and glass shared amongst the group and use of tools. 
 
Please bring in addition: 
Your own special lampworker's tinted safety glasses (West Dean will provide if you do not have any) 
Comfortable clothes made from natural fibres (safety reasons)  
An apron (made from natural fibres) or old cotton shirt to protect against burning little holes! 
A wide necked jam jar, if possible 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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