
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS  

 
S2D07870 CALLIGRAPHIC CAPITALS 

 
Tutor: SUE HUFTON 
 

Dates: 2 DAYS   TUESDAY 15 MAY – THURSDAY 17 MAY 

 
  
ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 
This course is designed for anyone who uses letters in their work because an understanding of 
calligraphic capitals is at the root of all good lettering, whether it is handmade or mechanically made. 
The best typefaces and the most beautiful carved capitals are made by those who know how letters are 
influenced by the pen. 
 
The capital letters that we use today have their origin in beautiful Greek and Roman forms. This course 
will start by looking at good historical examples in order to discover how they can be the inspiration for 
the design of capitals for contemporary use.  Many people who use letters find that they use capitals 
more than any other hand or style because they are so versatile and discover that a familiarity and 
understanding of them is essential for creating lively and expressive work.  
 
We will look in detail at the underlying structure and proportions of letters, first drawing them, then 
making them with a pen. Elements of spacing, layout and design will be included, along with how capitals 
can create pattern and texture.  
 
There will be the chance to work with different tools: pencil, quill, nibs of various kinds, and brush, in 
order to discover how these affect the letters you make. Experiments with size and weight will be 
encouraged to find out what is comfortable for you, both physically and aesthetically. Students will also 
be helped to explore how they can design the details of capitals for their own specific use.  
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practise. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Susan Hufton studied calligraphy at Roehampton for four years before working as a freelance 
calligrapher and letter-carver. From 2001-2007 she taught calligraphy and bookbinding on the certificate 
and diploma courses at Roehampton ending up as course leader until the closure of the courses. She 
then taught calligraphy on Sunderland University's Foundation Degree in Calligraphy with Design at 
Kensington Palace and has also taught calligraphy workshops around the world. Her book, Calligraphy 
Step-by-Step was published in 1996 and although out of print now, is still sought after. From 2001-2005 
she was one of a small team of Scribes for the Saint John's Bible, Minnesota.  
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day:  Tuesday 15 May 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 
 

HUF13D5 
Continued 
  



 

Page 2 
 
 

Other days: Wednesday 16 May 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day:  Thursday 17 May 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Pen holders and nibs 
Ruler 
Pencil and eraser 
Compasses 
Set square 
Tracing paper 
Layout paper: A3 size minimum 
Good quality paper for finished work 
 
Available from the tutor: 
Ink 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them. 
 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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