
 
 
SUMMER SCHOOL COURSE DETAILS 

 

SSS08050 THE SURFACE WITHIN – CONTEMPORARY HAND FELTING 
 TECHNIQUES 

 
Tutor: LIZ CLAY 
 
Dates: 6 DAYS  SATURDAY 4 AUGUST – FRIDAY 10 AUGUST 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
The Surface Within refers to creating layers, pattern and resists with nuno felt and stencilling.  Explore 
two of the oldest art techniques known to man to produce dynamic templates and surface effects with 
contemporary hand felting techniques. Working with nature and the man-made landscape, create your 
own patterns to inspire distinctive surface design for interior projects or decorative placement in 
garment construction.  
 
Learn how to design and make stencils from your own drawings or photographs and use these to 
produce dynamic surface effects with contemporary hand felting techniques.  Personalise the two- 
dimensional surface and develop a theme with your own stencil designs and photographs.  Simple 
design solutions exploring repetition, pattern, texture and mark making. 
 
This is an intense and stimulating workshop within a wide creative context.  You develop an art piece 
that is inspired by natural forms or the manmade environment.  Personalise your work with guidance to 
combine handmade felt and photographic image together as a finished piece.  One inspires the other 
and the skill is to use both mediums together in translating the image into felt.  
 
You will be encouraged to sample many techniques and materials throughout the course.  This is an 
opportunity to be experimental and gain confidence with materials and try new methods and processes. 
 
Instruction is given in stencil design, colour blending, subtle use of pre-felts, laminating and cutwork, 
collage, overlaying of materials and keen observation of form and design.  Work with found objects and 
many other fascinating techniques such as on eco-print and resist techniques with natural dyes, pleating 
and stitch work.  Further the decorative potential using needle felt techniques and the embellishing 
machine to enrich the surface. 
 
Enjoy the creative satisfaction of developing your subject matter to make a collection of pieces within a 
theme or concentrate on one piece. 
 
Create textile panels for interior projects or to use as decorative placement in garment construction.  
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Liz Clay is a practitioner and researcher of handmade felt, specifically working within haute couture and 
innovating felt making techniques.  She studied textiles at Bath School of Art and Design.  Her PhD 
investigated the creative potential of British ‘waste' wool for fine craft felt making.  Author of Nuno Felt, 
she teaches and exhibits internationally.  Work is held in the collections of Givenchy, Balenciaga, the 
Crafts Council and Bradford College Textile Archive. 
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GENERAL TIMETABLE:  
 

Please note: a detailed timetable covering all additional events and activities planned for your summer 
school week will be given to you on arrival. 
 

Arrival day: Saturday 4 August 
 

By 12.00noon  Arrival and registration for summer school students  
(Please note: some bedrooms may not be available until 1pm) 

12.15   Director’s Welcome in the Stewards Bar, followed by lunch 
2.00pm – 5.00pm First teaching session  
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.15pm  Tutors’ talks in the Old Library  
 

Other days: Sunday 5 to Thursday 9 August 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm Afternoon classes (except Wednesday afternoon which is untutored and free 

for excursions to Chichester, from 2–5pm) 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–10.00pm Evening working or additional timetabled summer school events. 

Workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work on providing 
this has been agreed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 

 

Departure day: Friday 10 August 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Final teaching session 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Individual group reviews 
12.45pm  Lunch 
1.30pm–2.30pm Displays of Summer School students’ work in studios 
3.00pm   Summer School ends 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Source several colour photographs ideally 6" x 4” featuring abstract imagery within nature or manmade 
e.g. close-up shots of organic textures, rocks, stones, water etc. – the more the better to use as source 
material and inspire the finished piece.  Duplicate copies of photographs would be an advantage but not 
essential.  Be prepared to cut your photographs! 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE:   
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm.  On the first and last 
days (ie Saturday and Friday) of your Summer School week the shop will be open until 4.30pm. 
 

For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first afternoon 
of your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes the cost of materials required for the introductory project. 
 

Additional Charge:  
Additional materials can also be supplied by the tutor.  These include wools and fibres. 
The cost of what you use should be paid to the tutor before the end of the course, by cash or cheque. 
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Available from the Shop: 
Some fine silk and cotton fabrics specified below 

Masking tape 
Dressmaking pins 
Tacking threads and needles 
Plain paper A4 for drawing 
Plain card A4 for stencils  
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Felt making kit of bubble wrap, tube for rolling (these can also be supplied by tutor and college shop) 
Soap and hand sponge (useful) 
Wool fibres: available from the tutor if required – carded batts and/or processed wool tops in merino 
or similar. A good range of colours and natural shades. Total approx. 200 gms per student. 
Fabrics: available from the tutor or college shop – Chiffon and Habotai silk (Ponge 5) and cotton muslins 
are very useful.  
Notebook and pencil 
Scissors x 2 Sharp embroidery and large cutting types 
Items to use as resist materials to include string, elastic bands, marbles, stones etc 
Small fabric pieces and ribbon oddments – any you have available 
Digital camera (not essential) 
Embellishing machine if you own one 
Sewing machine if you own one (a sewing machine to share will be in the studio also) 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE VISUAL ART & CRAFT SUMMER SCHOOL  
 

Attending an intensive Summer School course allows you to experience a range of creative activities 
alongside your course. Special Summer School features: 
 

• Inspirational talks by tutors and displays of their work. 
• A swap-over session to another course of your choice. 
• An optional evening at the Chichester Festival Theatre (pre-booked at a group rate, via a form 

we send you in May). 
• A free afternoon on Wednesday to explore Chichester or other cultural highlights on offer in 

the locality. 
• A special party with dinner, entertainment and music. 
• Workshop displays of students' work and informal end-of-course group reviews. 
• If your stay includes the weekend of 10–12 August, enjoy West Dean’s Chilli Fiesta in the 

gardens in your free time and add a little ‘spice’ to your stay with all things chilli and live music 
from midday until 11pm on the front lawn. 

 

NON-RESIDENT STUDENTS are expected to attend evening sessions (which may last up to 10 pm), 
so their fees include coffee, lunch and dinner daily. 
 

RESIDENT STUDENTS:  Residents staying on for more than one Summer School week will have the 
additional dinner, bed and breakfast between the Summer School courses provided free of charge. 
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