
 
 
SUMMER SCHOOL SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SSS08039 WAYS OF SEEING – FINDING AN IMAGE THROUGH THE LENS 

 
Tutor: JACQUI HURST 
 
Dates: 6 DAYS  SATURDAY 28 JULY – FRIDAY 3 AUGUST 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
The week will be devoted to exploring different ways of composing images, experimenting with 
different aperture setting and shutter speeds to capture the essence of an event, create a sense of place 
and portray a person’s characteristics.  The emphasis is about looking, experimenting with different 
camera settings and making the most of the available light.  It is suitable for owners of digital SLR or 
advanced compact cameras and is designed primarily for people who love taking pictures, but either 
don’t have time or inclination to sit in front of a computer for hours editing their images!   
 
Most of the week will be spent considering and taking pictures.  We will have time at West Dean 
photographing in the gardens, we will visit Chichester, plus a local seaside town, and if the dates 
coincide, we will spend an afternoon at the races.  There will be an opportunity to take some portrait 
shots as well as taking candid shots of people in public places.  You will be asked to keep a visual journal 
of the course and produce a range of images that you are proud of for the group show. 
 
During the course you will observe and learn to recognize how the lighting affects the image, and what 
type of lighting suits different subjects.  Time will be spent looking at and considering different 
approaches to photography and how they compare with other art forms.  You will learn to use different 
aperture settings, shutter speeds, ISO ratings, exposure compensation and we will experiment using the 
various image quality settings on the camera.  You will also have fun freezing movement, panning and 
blurring movement to create some interesting visual effects. 
 
During the week you should achieve: a greater confidence and spontaneity when using and taking 
pictures with your camera; gain a greater understanding of what makes a strong, appealing composition 
and feel confident photographing in both colour and black and white. 
 
There will be one early morning photography session. 
 
Students should note that a lot of walking is involved on this course, carrying camera equipment and 
should come prepared for this. 
 
LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE 
Skills development.  For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills.  The focus 
is on further developing and building of skills working towards independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Jacqui Hurst specialises in photographing gardens, applied art and regional food producers.  Her work 
has appeared in many magazines, books and national newspapers. 
 
GENERAL TIMETABLE:  
 

Please note: a detailed timetable covering all additional events and activities planned for your summer 
school week will be given to you on arrival. 
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Arrival day: Saturday 28 July 
 

By 12.00 noon  Arrival and registration for summer school students  
(Please note: some bedrooms may not be available until 1pm) 

12.15pm  Directors Welcome in the Stewards Bar, followed by lunch 
2.00pm – 5.00pm First teaching session  
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.15pm  Tutors’ talks in the Old Library  
 

Other days: Sunday 29 July to Thursday 2 August 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm Afternoon classes (except Wednesday afternoon which is untutored and free 

for excursions to Chichester, from 2–5pm) 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–10.00pm Evening working or additional timetabled summer school events 

Workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work on providing 
this has been agreed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 

 

Departure day: Friday 3 August 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am   Final teaching session 
10.30am    Coffee 
11.00am   Individual group reviews 
12.45pm   Lunch 
1.30pm–2.30pm  Displays of Summer School students work in studios 
3.00pm    Summer School ends 
3.30pm   Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Ensure that your camera is working, and that the batteries are fully charged and your flash card is 
cleared. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm.  On the first and last 
days (ie Saturday and Friday) of your Summer School week the shop will be open until 4.30pm. 
 

For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first afternoon 
of your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Additional charge:    
There may be an admission charge to pay, for example the horse racing at Goodwood. 
 
Please bring the following: 
Digital camera and computer leads 
Instruction manual 
Battery charger and ideally a spare battery  
Blank Memory card/s 
Camera tripod – if you have one 
Cable or remote release – optional 
Lens cloth  
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Please bring the following continued: 
Small note pad to fit in your camera case 
Laptop – if you have one and prefer working on your own computer 
Your preferred media to save your images to e.g. USB stick   
Camera bag/day ruck sack to carry all your equipment 
Sun hat, waterproofs, walking shoes etc. 
 
It is essential that you ensure that your camera is in good working order before the course begins. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE VISUAL ART & CRAFT SUMMER SCHOOL  
 

Attending an intensive Summer School course allows you to experience a range of creative activities 
alongside your course.  Special Summer School features: 
 

• Inspirational talks by tutors and displays of their work. 
• A swap-over session to another course of your choice. 
• An optional evening at the Chichester Festival Theatre (pre-booked at a group rate, via a form we 
 send you in May). 
• A free afternoon on Wednesday to explore Chichester or other cultural highlights on offer in the 
 locality. 
• A special party with dinner, entertainment and music. 
• Workshop displays of students' work and informal end-of-course group reviews. 
• If your stay includes the weekend of 10–12 August, enjoy West Dean’s Chilli Fiesta in the gardens in 
 your free time and add a little ‘spice’ to your stay with all things chilli and live music from midday until 
 11pm on the front lawn. 
 

NON-RESIDENT STUDENTS are expected to attend evening sessions (which may last up to 10 pm), 
so their fees include coffee, lunch and dinner daily. 
 

RESIDENT STUDENTS:  Residents staying on for more than one Summer School week will have the 
additional dinner, bed and breakfast between the Summer School courses provided free of charge. 
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