
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S2D07767 THE ART OF JAPANESE CALLIGRAPHY 
 

Tutor:  YOKO TAKENAMI 
 

Dates:  2 DAYS  SUNDAY 1 APRIL – TUESDAY 3 APRIL 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

This course will give a hands-on experience of Japanese calligraphy, which epitomizes the historic 
background of Japanese culture.  After learning some technique, you can apply it onto some paper-
based surfaces, including simple origami, to make something that you can appreciate. 
 

The history and an explanation on how each material should be used will be explained on the first 
evening, before you begin to familiarize yourself with using a brush and ink on paper. The movement of 
the brush is very dynamic; it requires high level of concentration to control the movement of the brush. 
 

The course will continue with further practice before applying the techniques you’ve learnt to some 
extended forms, such as writing characters on a fan or a tablet, larger sheets of paper.  The tutor will 
also show how to fold some traditional origami forms onto which you can apply your Japanese 
calligraphy skills. 
 

LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE  
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course.  Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Yoko started Japanese calligraphy at the age of seven and obtained ‘shihan’, certificate from Zenshogei in 
Japan to teach in 1990.  She published ‘Simple Art of Japanese Calligraphy’ in 2004 and has been holding 
workshops and demonstrations in various occasions, such as Arts in Action, Tokyo City Promotion in 
London, City of London Festival and other private institutions. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 1 April 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

Following introductions the tutor will give an introduction and illustrated talk 
about the materials. 
 

Other days: Monday 2 April 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
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Departure day: Tuesday 3 April 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
You may like to obtain a copy of the tutor’s book The Simple Art of Japanese Calligraphy (published by 
Cico Books, 2004: was republished in paperback in spring 2009) for some initial preparation. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
The cost of some ‘washi’ paper, brushes, ink stone and ink stick provided for use by the tutor during the 
course. 
 
Additional charge: 
Specialist Japanese calligraphy papers can be purchased from the tutor. The cost of what you use must 
be paid to the tutor before the end of the course, by cash or cheque. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Plain unprinted newsprint 
A wide range of calligraphy paper 
Brushes – a small selection  
Black ink  
 
Available from the tutor: 
Blank long calligraphy paper  
Blank square Japanese ’washi’ calligraphy paper  
Blank fans* 
Blank block paper ‘shikishi’* 
Origami paper 
Ink stone (if you wish to purchase your own) 
Extra brushes 
Plus some extra utensils 
 
Please bring: 
A paperweight (or alternative object eg clean pebbles to weight paper) 
Old newspaper for practice  
Any Chinese/Japanese calligraphy brushes if you already have any 
Kitchen roll 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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