
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE07807 ILLUMINATED LETTERS AND MONOGRAMS 
 

Tutor: PATRICIA GIDNEY 
 

Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 20 APRIL – SUNDAY 22 APRIL 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
This course will give an overview of the various historical styles of illumination from early Celtic to 
modern day. The main emphasis though will be on the practical work of designing, drawing and painting 
letters using colour and simple gilding techniques with a session on designing a monogram. It is Ideal for 
those already practicing calligraphy, or those with a love of the richness of colour and gold, who are 
attracted to the wonderful world of decorated letters. 
 
The course is suitable for calligraphers or those who enjoy detail and some precision. The tutor will give 
group demonstrations; give encouragement and advice on a one-to-one basis, with plenty of time for 
practical work.  She will show examples of good designs by a range of artists.   
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE 
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course.  Some drawing 
and painting skills and advantage but help will be given to the beginner. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Patricia has been working to commission and teaching the calligraphy and associated skills since 1984. She 
trained with Ann Camp at Roehampton Institute of Further Education. She was elected a Fellow of the 
Society of Scribes and Illuminators in 1998.  Her work was included in The Calligrapher’s Project Book 
and Practical Calligraphy (Hamlyn 1991). Commissions include work for The College of Arms, St Paul's 
Cathedral, British Museum, Council for the Protection of Rural England, BBC Television, HarperCollins, 
Italian Chamber of Commerce, The Worshipful Company of Founders, The Worshipful Company of 
Armourers & Braziers & York University. She was a co-founder of the Edward Johnston Foundation. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 20 April 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
   

Other days: Saturday 21 April 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
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Departure day: Sunday 22 April 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION:  
None. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
Some quality cartridge paper and layout paper to share amongst the group during the course. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Sable paintbrushes sizes 2, 1, 0  
Rag or kitchen towel 
Palette for mixing paints 
Good quality cartridge paper (eg Winsor and Newton 100lb hot pressed) 
Pencils and rulers 
A box of Designer's Gouache paints or a individual tubes in a range of colours (eg. scarlet or flame red, 
cobalt blue, primary yellow, black, white, yellow ochre) 
Gold leaf transfer  
 
Available from the tutor to purchase: 
Additional gold leaf 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Any Designer’s Gouache paints in any colours you have 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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