
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE07792 KITE-MAKING WITH NATURAL MATERIALS – A BEE SWARM 

 
Tutor: JOHN BROWNING 
 
Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 13 APRIL – SUNDAY 15 APRIL 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Discover how to use natural materials – cane, bamboo and paper – to make a kite.  The design made 
during the weekend will be based on a bee swarm.  You will make at least five small bees, each one is a 
small kite in itself and together, they fly as a swarm. Learn how to make a template, form a cane frame 
and then cover with paper. By developing skills such as knot-tying and  paper manipulation, the basic 
principles of kite-making will emerge. The whole process will serve as an encouragement to explore 
further kite making techniques. 
 
The set that you make will fly together on one cotton line to create a dynamic display in the sky. 
 
The aims of this workshop are to develop skills in cane forming, knot tying and paper manipulation, and 
learn how to manipulate these materials to form functioning structures.  You will learn how to 
accurately construct balanced structures which will fly as kites, and how to make any adjustments to fly 
successfully. 
 
You will have the opportunity to take the template and materials away so as to make more bees and to 
have a swarm of perhaps a dozen or more. 
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS 
Starting points.  For those with little or no experience who want to go back to basics and would like a 
structured introduction to a subject. 
 
However, good manual dexterity is required to succeed. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
John Browning has made and flown kites for about 50 years. More recently, he has concentrated on 
using natural plant materials to make his kites as objects of Art. He has exhibited at shared international 
and solo exhibitions, gives informative illustrated lectures and enjoys making simple kites with children. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 13 April 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  Introductions, description of the processes and start of session. 
 

Other days: Saturday 14 April 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start (during the day you will be template making before 
progressing to completing frame(s) and applying paper) 

10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
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Other days continued: Saturday 14 April 
 

3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm. We will continue to work 

in the evening as the goal is to complete five bees by mid-day Sunday. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 15 April 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start (during the morning the bees will be completed and you 
will learn basic flying techniques) 

10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes (you will be flying your bees) 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
None required. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee:  
The course fee includes the cost of materials supplied to make your kite.  
 
Available from the Shop: 
Small craft knife, or scalpel 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
An apron 
Covered footwear in the workshop is essential 
A notebook and pencil 
Scissors  
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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