
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

SWE07891 PHOTOGRAPHING FLOWERS AND PLANTS 
 

Tutor: JACQUI HURST 
 

Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 25 MAY – SUNDAY 27 MAY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 

This weekend course is designed for those who love plants and enjoy photography.  Early summer is the 
perfect time to photograph flowers.  The gardens should be brimming over with clematis, cranesbills, 
peonies, poppies and roses.  There are no set rules or ways to take photos of flowers yet there are 
certain things you can do to help improve your images.   
 

The aim is to inspire students to take a closer look at the plants in the gardens at West Dean.  Most of 
the time will be spent taking pictures and exploring the different types of imagery that can be created 
when getting close-up to flowers, fruit, vegetables and trees.  The emphasis is about the aesthetics of 
composing photographs in camera, rather than the technicalities of post image manipulation on a 
computer. Suitable for students with digital SLR or intermediate to advanced compact cameras. Beginners 
to garden photography are welcome yet a basic understanding of how your camera works is necessary. 
 

Students should note that a lot of walking is involved on this course, carrying your camera equipment, 
and come prepared for this. 
 

FRIDAY EVENING – weather permitting we will head straight for the walled garden and start by taking 
some pictures – but only three – to portray your first impressions of West Dean.  When we return to 
the college we will have a look at the results. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING – after a short recap about the first evening, we will walk round the rest of the 
gardens, without cameras, to look and consider the various ways of approaching plant photography.  
We will observe the effects of how the background, colour combinations, lighting and viewpoint alter 
the mood of an image.  If the sun is out, there will be a demonstration of how and when to use a 
reflector to bounce light back on to the subject to soften the shadows. 
 

After coffee everyone will go out with their cameras and work on the first three projects, whilst the 
tutor will spend time with individual students throughout the session. 
 

Before lunch there will be an illustrated talk about the different styles of plant photography. 
 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON – we will begin by downloading and reviewing the morning’s images.  Then 
we will take a look at everyone’s camera equipment, pool our knowledge, and experiment by changing 
the settings, Next we will go back into the garden to work on the next set of projects, whilst I continue 
to work with you on a one to one basis.  At the end of the day well all meet up to review how 
everyone is progressing. 
 

SATURDAY EVENING – there will be a video about Edward James which will be shown at 8.15pm for 
anyone who would like to find out more about him and the college.  For those who have seen the 
video we will take our cameras and walk around the arboretum.   
 

SUNDAY MORNING – early morning photo call for those eager students who wish to capture the 
magic of the early morning light, we shall meet at 6.15am by the front door. 
 

After breakfast we will go back into the garden, where you will select a spot and stay within that area 
for half an hour and discover what pictures you observe when slowing down and really look.  
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SUNDAY AFTERNOON – this final session will focus on the group show where everyone will present 
a series of images, three different styles of plant portraits, four images suitable for reproduction as 
postcards or calendar shots, and three photos that convey your impressions of the gardens at West Dean. 
 

LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE 
Skills development.  For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills.  The focus 
is on further developing and building of skills working towards independent practice. 
 

It is essential that you have basic computer-user skills, and are confident to download images onto a PC.  
If you wish, you will be able to use Photoshop or Lightroom to edit your images; however, there will be 
no formal teaching on how to use this software during the course.  Bring a memory stick to save your 
images to take home. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Jacqui Hurst specialises in photographing gardens, applied art and regional food producers. Her work has 
appeared in many magazines, books and national newspapers. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 25 May 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  Bring your camera for a first session photographing in the gardens. 
 

Other days: Saturday 26 May 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 27 May 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Ensure your camera is in good working order, your battery is fully charged; bring a spare if you have 
one, and a blank memory card to start the course with. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
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Please bring the following: 
Digital camera (digital SLR or intermediate/advanced compact camera) and computer leads 
Instruction manual 
Battery charger, and if you have a spare battery bring it too 
Memory card/s 
Camera tripod – if you have one 
Cable release – optional 
Lens cloth  
Small note pad to fit in your camera case 
Laptop – if you have one and prefer working on your own computer 
Your preferred media to save your images to e.g. USB stick   
 
It is essential that students ensure that their cameras are in good working order before the course 
begins. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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