
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE07856 HOW TO WRITE FACT INTO FICTION 
 
Tutor: BETHAN ROBERTS 
 
Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 11 MAY – SUNDAY 13 MAY 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
On this course, you will learn how to use historical research to create stories. We will consider what 
research for writers can be, and look at different ways to go about it. The emphasis will be on the joy 
involved in delving deeper into something that fascinates you.  
 
We’ll be looking in detail at extracts from published novels and short stories in order to examine how 
other writers have turned true stories into fiction. 
 
Through writing exercises you will practice turning the stuff of research into the stuff of story, 
considering how letters, objects, film and images can be transformed into fiction. You will hone your 
skills of selection, thinking about which parts of your research to put into a story, and which to leave 
out. Your tutor will provide research materials — including selected pieces from the Edward James 
Archive, such as letters from Salvador Dali — as starting points for writing. Your tutor will give you tips 
on how to organise your research. Using this research, you will write scenes, and then share some of 
these with the group. Your tutor will give you feedback on these pieces of writing. 
 
We will also consider the responsibilities of the writer who uses real lives, and the pitfalls of using 
research in fiction. 
 
By the end of the course, you will have learned how to use research to kick-start and guide your 
creativity. You will have gained greater confidence in approaching historical material as a writer, and a 
good sense of how to transform this material into fiction. 
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS/INTERMEDIATE   
For those with little or no experience and for those who have taken a related course. Suited to those 
who would like a structured introduction to a subject, with further building of skills to work towards 
independent practice. 
 
Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
Students should be prepared to write some scenes and to share this work with the group. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Bethan Roberts has published four novels and writes drama for BBC Radio 4. She has taught creative 
writing at University of Chichester, the Open University, and Goldsmiths College, London. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 11 May 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

On the first evening, the tutor will introduce the course and hand out the 
required reading (just a few pages!). There will be an ice-breaker and time for 
questions. 
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Other days: Saturday 12 May 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start: input from tutor and discussion of fiction extracts 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue: input from tutor and a writing exercise 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes: discussion and redrafting your scenes from this morning 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue: sharing work and feedback from tutor 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: time to further redraft work, if you wish. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 13 May 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start: discussion of fiction extracts 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue: a writing exercise and time to redraft  
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes: sharing work with the group and final feedback from tutor 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring a pen and a notebook. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Pens, notebooks 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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