
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

S4D07948 PAINTING – EXPLORE COLOUR IN THE FAUVIST MANNER 
 
Tutor: NICK BODIMEADE 
 
Dates: 4 DAYS  MONDAY 18 JUNE – FRIDAY 22 JUNE 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
On this course you will draw and paint still lifes, nudes and landscapes using bright colour and lively 
spontaneous techniques influenced by the idea of Fauvism. Learn to paint with vibrant and energetic 
colours (Gauguin and Van Gogh are good examples), and encourage your instinct and intuition in your 
painting. 
 
You are introduced to the ideas behind Fauvism, especially Derain, Dufy, Matisse, Vlaminck and 
experiment with combining colour and gesture to produce work that capitalises on the expressive 
potential of these potent ingredients. The use of complementary colour and optical colour mixing will 
be explored alongside an examination of the contrasting effects of transparency and opacity. Dramatic 
composition, and cropping and framing the image for maximum impact will be a major element of the 
course. 
 
Vlaminck said  
“Instinct is the foundation of art: I try to paint with my heart and my loins.”  
 

Derain said  
“Reaction against anything that resembled a photographic plate taken from life.  We treated colours like 
sticks of dynamite, exploding them to produce light.  The idea that everything could be lifted above the 
real was marvellous in its pristine freshness.  The great thing about our experiments was that it freed 
painting from all imitative or conventional content.  We attacked colour directly.” 
 
One to one teaching, group critiques, discussions and slide lectures are all part of the course. 
 
Day 1  Paintings, drawings from outside landscape 
Day 2  Paintings from outside landscape 
Day 3  Paintings from female nude 
Day 4  Paintings from still life, afternoon group critique 
 
By the end of the course you will have gained a greater understanding of the expressive potential of 
colour. You will have benefitted from the developmental effectiveness of working in series and the 
opportunity it provides in making comparative critical judgements. You will have explored a range of 
techniques, both practical and conceptual, that will have enabled you to move beyond straightforward 
representation to making paintings that communicate to both head and heart. 
 
LEVEL:  INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED 
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills. The focus is on working towards independent practise. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Nick Bodimeade trained at Worthing and Wolverhampton art colleges, has taught at UK schools, 
colleges and universities at all levels up to MA. He exhibits with St Annes Galleries, Lewes, Zimmer 
Stewart Gallery, Arundel and the Porthminster Gallery, St Ives. Nick's work is held in many public and 
private collections including, The Contemporary Art Society, The Landmark Trust and the Government 
Art Collection. He is a Trustee of Fabrica, Brighton's leading Contemporary Art Gallery. 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Monday 18 June 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

   Introductions then you will start the course by drawing still life in charcoal. 
 

Other days: Tuesday 19 to Thursday 21 June 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start with a slide lecture in the studio 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm – students may carry on 

with their own work. 
 

Departure day: Friday 22 June 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Group critique 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 

 Read and look at reproductions of Fauve paintings, especially Matisse, Derain, Dufy, Vlaminck. 
 

 See Fauvism – Sarah Whitfield. Thames & Hudson 0500202273 (1991) paperback. (you can get 
this on Amazon or from Waterstones) 
 

 Or Fauvism to Impressionism by Albert Marquet (£18.95) or Fauves & Fauvism by Jean 
Leymarie 

 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Included in the course fee for this course:  
A model for one day and two sheets of A1 cartridge paper per student. 
 
Additional charge: 
There will be a charge of not more than £6 per student to cover the costs of heavy weight [370gsm] 
drawing cartridge provided by the tutor – to be paid to the tutor before the end of the course by cash 
or cheque. 
 
 
BOD14D2 
Continued 



Page 3 

 
 
Available from the Shop:  
Compressed charcoal 
Acrylic paints:  
 Lemon Yellow, Yellow Ochre, Ultramarine, Cobalt Blue, White, Cadmium Red, Crimson Alizarin 
Putty rubber  
Pencils  
A1 paper  
A range of brushes for acrylic painting 
Palette 
Masking tape 
Canvases in a variety of sizes 
Boards to use as surfaces (not exceeding 1 metre) 
 
Please bring any of the above if you have them. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor. All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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