
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE07821  AN INTRODUCTION TO SCULPTURE – MODELLING AND 
CARVING 

 
Tutor: JON EDGAR 
 
Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 27 APRIL – SUNDAY 29 APRIL 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
On this practical introduction to sculptural form you will explore techniques of modelling with wax and 
clay to “build up” your form, and carving clay to “take away”.  The aim is to create works with balance 
and energy.  Discussion is encouraged and will support your continued exploration.  This course is a 
good stepping stone to one of the longer sculpture courses. 
 
Materials and techniques covered: 
 

Use of wax and clay as additive sculptural modelling materials. 
Use of clay and (small) soft stone as sculptural blocks to introduce carving. 
Observation and sensitive modelling from life with a range of appropriate tools. 
Use of sketchbook drawing, note-taking and doodling linking to sculpture. 
Maquettes, sketches or planned models for sculpture. 
 
You learn through experience, reference and group discussion.  Topics are introduced with practical 
exercises which everyone will participate in and discuss together – a flexible balance of practical and 
discussion. 
 
By the end of the course you should achieve: 
 

A basic grounding in non-conceptual sculpture and the ideas of form and mass being viewed ‘in the 
round’. 
A feeling for how sculptors use reference material such as the figure, environment or the imagination.  
A feeling for sculpture being viewed as a balance between the material and the sculptor’s intention. 
An understanding of three or four materials and their qualities and practicalities for modelling. 
Use of two of the above (including small pieces for kiln firing); others to be explored after course. 
An understanding of two or three materials and their qualities and practicalities for carving. 
Use of clay for a carving exercise (and selecting a soft stone to take home). 
An understanding of sculptural devices; using light and shade, proportion and how sculptures might 
‘work’ (or not). 
 
If required, there is a framework for further distance learning/support through email contact with the 
tutor post-course.  
 
LEVEL:  BEGINNERS 
Starting points. For those with little or no experience who want to go back to basics and would like a 
structured introduction to a subject. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR:  
Jon Edgar trained at The Frink School of Sculpture and his teaching considers the close observation of 
the individual to allow expressive portrait heads.  His use of improvisation allows the unforeseen to 
enter his carvings which are turned through their working process until a narrative appears.  He has 
work in collections in the UK and abroad, including stone sculptures in public view at Lewes, on the 
South Downs at Slindon and at the Devil’s Punch Bowl, Hindhead. 
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GENERAL TIMETABLE 
Saturday – clay “working in the round”, “smooth and complete using light and shadow”, understanding 
volume and mass, introducing wax, using sketch books. 
 

Evening slideshow/discussion (example): portraits heads working both by adding and taking away. 
 

Sunday – proportion and flow through a clay carving exercise; working from life; looking at soft stone for 
use after course; reviewing progress and practical support after the course. 
 

 

TIMETABLE:  
 

Arrival day: Friday 27 April 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

A lighthearted introductory gallop through recent sculptural history supported 
by slide material and other references followed by group discussion 

 

Other days: Saturday 28 April 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm   Evening working – the tutor supports informal discussion with wide-ranging 
   slide reference or DVD material, stage-managed in the direction the group 
   wants to explore.  
 

Departure day: Sunday 29 April 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am.) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
All tools are provided. Have a look at the tutor’s background on www.jonedgar.co.uk so you have an 
idea where he is coming from in his own work, which spans stone-carving and modelling in clay. 
 

Come with an open mind, clothing that you don’t mind getting clay on and that is not too restrictive for 
movement while working. 
 

You do not need to be able to draw or sculpt, just to be enthusiastic about trying a little of everything! 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm.  
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
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All project materials are provided with the exception of stone. 
 
Included in the course fee for this course: clay, firings and other materials.  
 
Additional Charge: 
Some additional materials used on this course are supplied by the College Shop: 
Stone:  A variety of stone will be available and can be bought individually.  Prices will depend on the 
weight and are currently around £2 – £3 per kilo (£1.50 per lb). 
 
Available from the Shop but please bring if you already have them: 
Sketch pad for rough drawing, pencil or pen 
 

SAFETY SPECS ARE PROVIDED BY THE WORKSHOP 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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