
 
 

 
 
SATURDAY GARDEN LECTURE DETAILS 
 

SGL07677 GARDENING FOR A NATURALISTIC EFFECT 
 

Lecturer: KEITH WILEY 
  

Date:    3 MARCH 2018 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR LECTURE COURSE: 
 

Keith is returning another time to West Dean by popular demand.  It can be argued with almost any 
new and experimental garden design that there are three elements to achieving the finished result. 
Firstly might come the concept and any research needed followed by putting these ideas into practice 
and lastly the practicalities of how to look after the developing garden. Over three talks Keith intends to 
show how he has tried to resolve each of these elements during the course of nearly 40 years of 
studying natural landscapes around the world and experimentation at both the Garden House in Devon 
and more recently at his new garden at nearby Wildside. The concept and much of the 
experimentation for his brand of naturalistic planting was developed at the Garden House and then 
refined and expanded at Wildside over the last 13 years. The last talk will cover the practicalities of 
making a garden in this style and these issues, along with maintenance, are among the most frequently 
asked questions he receives after many of his talks but for which he never normally has time to discuss. 
 
 

LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  
 

ABOUT YOUR LECTURER: 
Keith Wiley was the Head Gardener at the Garden House in Devon for over 25 years. He now gardens 
very close to the Garden House in Buckland Monochorum with his wife Ros, where they run a nursery 
called Wildside.  Keith has written many books and his latest book about Designing a Woodland 
Garden is due out now. 
 
 

OUTLINE TIMETABLE FOR THE DAY:  (This course will be held in the Auditorium.) 
 

9.30 - 9.45am Arrival and registration with coffee available at the Sussex Barn 
 
10.00  Welcome and brief introduction (West Dean College speaker) 

 
MORNING SESSION (2.5 hours plus coffee break) 

   
11.00 – 11.30 Coffee break 

 
1.00pm  Lunch (a chance to buy books and visit the gardens) 
 
2.00 AFTERNOON SESSION (1 hour)  

 
3.00  End of course – (further chance to visit the gardens)  
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HOW TO GET TO WEST DEAN 
 

ROAD: West Dean College and Garden is situated six miles north of the historic city of Chichester (this 
journey normally takes 15 minutes) and 12 miles from the south coast. There is convenient road access 
from London (65 miles). West Dean Garden is signposted off the A286. The Auditorium is the first 
building on the right as you drive in. 
 

RAIL: Trains to Chichester leave from London Victoria via Gatwick and from London Waterloo via 
Havant. Trains to Haslemere also leave from London Waterloo. A taxi from Chichester should cost 
approximately £16. 
 

BUS: Number 60 bus runs half-hourly on Mondays to Saturdays from Chichester Bus Station (opposite 
the railway station) to West Dean. 
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