
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S3D07577  EXTENDED SKETCHBOOK 
 

Tutor:  ANNABEL TILLEY 
 

Dates:  3 DAYS  SUNDAY 21 JANUARY – WEDNESDAY 24 JANUARY 
 

 

Sketchbooks are the lifeblood of an artist’s practice: useful on an occasional, regular or everyday basis, 
perfect to take risks and test new ideas, kick-start a project or re-boot your practice.  
 

A sketchbook, like an artist’s studio, is a private place of invention where anything is possible. 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

On this course you will learn how to create and sustain a sketchbook over a period of intense 
experimentation. 
 

The aim of the course is experimentation.  By working in a spontaneous and unpremeditated fashion – 
where one idea quickly leads to another – you will gain in confidence and benefit from embracing a 
variety of new topics, techniques and materials. 
 

You will explore the sketchbook in two ways.  Firstly, as a place to record and try-out new ideas and, 
secondly, as a book in itself, where a single idea, theme or motif can be pursued to its logical end.  
 

Working from your imagination, as well as being inspired by the stunning West Dean environment, the 
course will start with a series of rapid sketchbook exercises to develop topics of interest and explore 
how to work quickly and open yourself to serendipity.  You will then proceed to creating an extended 
sketchbook where you develop and expand your own themes and motifs.  Exercises will include the 
transformation of old books, catalogues and maps.  
 

At the end of the course you will have created and filled several handmade sketchbooks.  You will have 
originated a series of individual themes and motifs.  You will have experimented with a variety of paper-
based materials and explored different techniques including mark-making, collage, drawing and painting. 
You will leave the course with a new understanding of how valuable and enjoyable a sketchbook can be.  
 

LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE   
Skills development.  For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills.  The focus 
is on further developing and building of skills working towards independent practice. 
 

Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
A small amount of basic stitching will be involved in creating the sketchbooks, and the tutor will be on 
hand to help or guide you with this. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Annabel Tilley has a drawing-based and sketchbook practice and has exhibited widely and undertaken 
several residencies.  She is a lecturer, co-author of What they didn’t teach you in art school (Octopus 
Books, 2016) and co-Founder of Zeitgeist Arts Projects (2012-2015).  
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 21 January  
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
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Other days: Monday 22 January – Tuesday 23 January 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Wednesday 24 January 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
In preparation the tutor invites you to consider what a sketchbook means to you, and how you might 
use it to, usefully, explore a theme or project or to create a book in itself.  
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes the cost of providing materials shared amongst the group including: 
Archival glue, needles, thread, some paper and paper-based collage material and other drawing-based 
materials to try-out like inks, gouache etc. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
A wide range of papers, drawing and painting media 
 

Available from the tutor: 
A limited selection of old secondhand hardback books available at cost-price £1-£5. 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Please bring a selection of three old hardback books that you will be happy to cut up, take apart, draw 
and paint in and stick back together.  You might buy these inexpensively from a charity shop.  A variety 
of small and/or large sized would be useful (approximately: A5, A4 or A3). Picturebook or text-only, 
either fine.  
 

Scissors  
 

Also a variety of collage material such as maps, postcards, wallpaper, tracing paper, textured or coloured 
papers, magazines, newsprint, cardboard, light materials and anything else you would like to use etc.  
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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