
 
 
EVENING GARDEN TALK  
 

SGT07582 AVANT GARDENERS – THE CONTEMPORARY GARDEN 
 AS AN ART FORM 
 

Tutor:  TIM RICHARDSON 
 

Date:    EVENING TALK  TUESDAY 23 JANUARY 
 
 
ABOUT THE TALK: 
 

Landscape critic and Daily Telegraph garden columnist Tim Richardson will speak on the topic of 
landscape and garden conceptualism worldwide, focusing on the work of key designers including Martha 
Schwartz and Kathryn Gustafson.  These gardens rely on artificial materials, bright colours and an 
underlying narrative – they are gardens which can be 'read'.  It's the opposite of the 'English country 
garden' approach, but Tim argues that it often makes sense in urban environments.  He is well placed to 
speak on this topic, since he coined the term 'landscape conceptualism' and was the first to define what 
has become an influential international phenomenon. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused talk that is delivered to suit any level of experience. 
 
ABOUT TIM RICHARDSON: 
Tim Richardson is a garden writer, historian and critic.  He is also the Director of The Chelsea Fringe 
Festival, an extremely successful alternative garden event held in and around London, which is now in its 
fifth year. Tim is a regular columnist in the Daily Telegraph and The Garden Design Journal; he is also an 
advisor to the National Trust on gardens. 
 

 

OUTLINE TIMETABLE: 
 

6.30pm  Arrival and registration at West Dean College – gather in the Oak Hall for a glass of 
wine. 

  

7pm  Lecture with Tim Richardson begins in The Old Library, West Dean College 
 

8.30pm  Lecture ends. 
 

 

ARRIVAL AND REGISTRATION: 
 Please use the West Dean College main entrance and please park in the car park on the left of the 
 drive before the main house. 
 It would be helpful if you could arrive by 6.45pm for registration. 
 
HOW TO GET TO WEST DEAN: 
 

ROAD: West Dean College is situated six miles north of the historic city of Chichester (this journey 
normally takes 15 minutes) and 12 miles from the south coast. There is convenient road access from 
London (65 miles). West Dean College is signposted off the A286.  
 

RAIL: Trains to Chichester leave from London Victoria via Gatwick and from London Waterloo via 
Havant. Trains to Haslemere also leave from London Waterloo.  A taxi from Chichester should cost 
approximately £15. 
 

BUS: Number 60 bus runs half-hourly on Mondays to Saturdays from Chichester Bus Station (opposite 
the railway station) to West Dean. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
There are no health and safety restrictions on access to the teaching space in the absence of the lecturer. 
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