
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S1D07585 BLACKSMITHING – A TASTER DAY 
 

Tutor: ALEX SMITH 
 

Date: 1 DAY  SATURDAY 27 JANUARY 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Learn how to manage your fire, heat the metal and work at the anvil while making a poker and a 
toasting fork out of 12mm square mild steel. 
 
The skills you will learn while making these items include forging (drawing down a point), bending (the 
handle), twisting (for a decorative feature in the middle) and splitting (with a chisel for the fork).  While 
doing these techniques you will learn how to use a hammer efficiently and effectively so you do not 
wear yourself out... too quickly (you will wear yourself out by the end of the day, just, hopefully, not at 
the start!) and learn not to strain your arm. 
 
You will also learn the correct heat for the technique you are doing, if it's a bend then you will need a 
long even orange heat, if it's a point then a short yellow heat, so it's really malleable and the hammer 
can drive the metal forwards with ease-ish.  You will learn how to use a chisel and chisel a straight-ish 
line, and how to bend over the edge of the anvil and the Bic (pointy bit sticking out the side) and also 
bending with the hardy (square hole in anvil) bending pegs or wrench.  While learning all this you will 
also be advised on how to work safely and to avoid any accidents, which your tutor has done for you 
over the years! 
 
But the main thing you will learn is that it's an enjoyable and therapeutic process and you will come out 
feeling like a million pounds.  There is nothing quite like hitting things and making things to warm the spirit. 
 
This course is basic and aimed at beginners, but you will learn alot about an amazing material. 
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS 
Starting points.  For those with little or no experience who want to go back to basics and would like a 
structured introduction to a subject. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Alex Smith runs Chalk Pit Forge at Amberley Museum.  He designs and creates functional and sculptural 
metalwork using all the skills involved in being a blacksmith including forging, splitting, twisting, bending, 
dishing, fire welding, riveting, punching and heat treating. He was awarded a BA as an Artist blacksmith 
from Hereford College of Arts and has been a blacksmith since 1998. 
 
 

TIMETABLE:  (This course takes place in the Forge, a short walk from the College.) 
 

8.55–9.05am  Registration and coffee at the College 
9.15am   Morning classes until 12.30pm 
10.30am   Coffee 
12.45pm   Lunch at the College (included) 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
If you want to practice your hammering skills then you could hit 100 nails in a block of wood but this is 
not a problem if you don't. 
 
SMI171D1 
Continued 



Page 2 

 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes all fuel costs and metal that is stocked by the college. 
 
Provided in the Forge: 
Leather aprons, work gloves, safety spectacles, ear defenders, welding helmets and goggles are all 
provided. 
You may wish to bring your own, if you have them. If for example you have particularly large or small 
hands, your own work gloves are likely to be a better fit. 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
You will need clothing suitable for workshop use, together with steel toe cap boots.  Soft training shoes 
with synthetic fabric uppers do not offer enough protection.  Please note that cotton or wool clothing is 
preferable to nylon or other synthetics.  A pair of cotton jeans is far more protective than a pair of 
nylon trousers.  Shorts do not provide necessary protection. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:   
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course. Please note that tutor 
supervision is required at all times when students work in this workshop. All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College.  
 

For your safety it is mandatory to wear steel toe capped safety boots when undertaking a course in the 
forge. Students must provide their own footwear and bring them with them to wear on the course. If 
you fail to bring suitable footwear, you will not be able to take part in the course. 
 

Safety boots can be purchased from most tool hire shops and builders merchants as well as online. 
www.cromwell.co.uk www.bhinone.com 
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