
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S5D07680 LIFE PAINTING – NEW PERSPECTIVES 
 
Tutor: ROBERT SOSNER 
 
Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 4 MARCH – FRIDAY 9 MARCH 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Develop a pictorial idea from which to construct your painting, based on observation and sensation.  
Learn different approaches to painting the nude using examples from artists. 
 
On this course you will have the opportunity to work from the model on a single pose for an extended 
period.  Emphasis will be placed on developing a pictorial idea based on observation and sensation.  
Guidance will be given throughout on building and developing the idea beyond the realm of description 
of the model.  Oil or acrylic based mediums can be used.  
 
Tuition will be given on some of the various possible approaches to painting from life using examples 
from Walter Sickert to Euan Uglow.  Aspects covered will include form, light, colour, line and contour. 
You will explore what is meant by ‘key’ when using colour in regards to light and how light and shape 
determine form.  You will be encouraged to build your painting incorporating these aspects in a way 
that follows the idea that you have chosen to construct.  Tuition will be given on an individual and group 
basis throughout. 
 
At the end of the week you will have gained insights into new possibilities of picture making when working 
from the model. You will understand how ‘drawing’ can take different forms and how the idea behind the 
painting will have an important bearing on the path that you follow and choices you make in building it. 
 
LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED 
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills.  The focus is on working towards independent practice. 
 
Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
Students should keep an open mind about what is meant by the activity of ‘drawing’ in the context of 
building a painting.  
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Robert Sosner studied painting at Chelsea School of Art where he worked in the Life Room for 3 years.  
His most recent solo show was at the Regency Town House, Brighton, curated by John Marchant Gallery. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 4 March 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  Introduction to the course and a presentation, please bring drawing materials. 
 

Other days: Monday 5 to Thursday 8 March 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
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Other days continued: Monday 5 to Thursday 8 March 
 

12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Friday 9 March 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
None. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes the cost of providing a life model. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
2 canvases 
Brushes – various sizes. 
Paints and mediums – oil/acrylic 
Palette 
Painting receptacles 
 
If using oil paint, care must be taken when using turpentine, safer alternatives are available at the shop. 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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