
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE07534 CONTEMPORARY NEEDLEWORK EMBROIDERY 
 
Tutor: EMILY PEACOCK 
 
Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 5 JANUARY – SUNDAY 7 JANUARY 
 

 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
The course is designed to give you a broad foundation in various aspects of needlepoint and 
embroidery, exploring how traditional methods can be used in a modern context. 
 
In part one of the course we will embroider a bee worked in goldwork and traditional embroidery 
stitches. There will be a large selection of threads, beads and sequins for you to choose from.  You can 
be as traditional or eccentric as you like – you are the colourist.  Cushion pad and backing fabric will be 
provided for you to turn your embroidered panel into a cushion. 
 
In part two, you become the designer and create your own cross stitch alphabet letter design in wool 
on canvas.  You will be shown how to plan and chart your design with advice on creating pattern and 
shadow.  There will be a large and colourful selection of wools for you to work with and you will be 
given advice on choosing colours. 
 
From a technical viewpoint, you will learn about different fabrics, threads and other materials and 
accessories used in embroidery and needlepoint, using some of the the best products available. While 
we explore the materials, you will also be learning a broad vocabulary of stitches and techniques.  We 
will work with tapestry wool and canvas, basic gold work materials, embroidery threads, beads and 
sequins and crewel wool.  As you learn, the emphasis will be on how your knowledge can be applied to 
make beautiful items for your home, gifts for friends, or simply stunning pieces of self-expression that 
may one day become heirlooms.  
 
The tutor’s approach is to provide the structure of traditional methods combined with the freedom of 
personal style and taste.  There will be ample opportunity for you to work with colour, subject matter, 
ideas and words that are meaningful to you.  Although the tutor provides the content and information, 
the idea is that you become confident with self-expression and learning through each other.  Teaching in 
a relaxed group always opens up stories and ideas that can be used in your work – information is one 
thing, but it’s how we use that information that is so exciting. 
 

LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL  
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Emily Peacock is a contemporary needlework designer, specialising in needlepoint kits which are sold 
through her website (emilypeacock.com), in Liberty of London, Tate and other independent shops 
around the World.  She is known for her vibrant and edgy designs that most typically mix her love of 
colour and typography – a nod to her background in graphic design, and is one of the leading names in 
the resurgance of popular crafts. 
 

Emily has collaborated with Rob Ryan and designed for the charity Fine Cell Work. In 2010 she 
appeared on Channel 4’s Kirstie’s Homemade Home and in the same year published her first book, 
‘Adventures in Needlework’.   She runs workshops around the country, teaching in the Victoria & Albert 
Museum, Charleston House, The NT, amongst others, teaching embroidery and needlepoint.  Emily has 
also worked with degree students at the Royal School of Needlework, mentoring on commercial 
projects. 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 5 January 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Saturday 6 January 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working – workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Sunday 7 January 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
No preparation required, but please bring glasses if you need them, for fine work. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
All materials for your embroideries are provided by the tutor and included in the course fee. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course. There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor. All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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