
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

S5D07499 BASKETMAKING – A JAPANESE APPROACH 

 
Tutor: MARY BUTCHER 
 
Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER – FRIDAY 8 DECEMBER 
 
 

JAPANESE WEEK 
This course takes place during the Japanese Week and is one of a group of courses focusing on 
inspiration from Japanese Art both traditional and contemporary with a mix of tutors who are either 
native to Japan or whose working practise is influenced by Japanese aesthetics.  As part of this week 
additional talks will feature by tutors and visiting artists, giving insight into their creative practice and 
teaching.  Studio visits to the other courses will also be encouraged. 
 

You could also choose to arrive early on Sunday December 3 to watch or participate in (£10 charge) a 
traditional tea ceremony held at 3pm and 4.30pm in the Old Library (see www.westdean.org.uk /events 
for further information and to book). 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 
Japan has an esteemed tradition of basketmaking using split bamboo in many ways and with particular 
aesthetics.  Basketmakers trained under Masters, a long training, and took further years to develop their 
own creativity.  This work is highly prized and sought after by American collectors.  Alongside this there 
are other strands, one being the vernacular with functional items of bamboo or stems and roots, for back 
baskets, bags, hip baskets, fish traps and items for domestic use.  A more recent strand of contemporary 
work, developed by Hisako Sekijima and her students, allows for freedom of expression, being less 
technical, with forms stemming from personal ideas, knowledge of technique and the chosen materials. 
 
This course is for all those interested in textiles and basketry, at all levels of experience, including those 
embarking on 3D weaving for the first time.  We will have a range of materials, hard (not bamboo) and 
soft, but will work on a small experimental project each day, learning a variety of weaves, to develop 
ideas and begin to understand the importance of balancing technique and material.  These projects will 
develop personal ideas so that, by the end of the course, students will have original pieces with which to 
progress their work independently. 
 
You will be shown examples of Japanese work, will see presentations, and will have a supply of books 
and catalogues to widen appreciation of the subject. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practise. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Mary Butcher is a basketmaker, exhibition curator, writer and teacher.  She held a prestigious crafts 
residency at the V&A’s Sackler Centre in 2009.  Recent exhibitions include 'This Beloved Earth’, The 
Barony, West Kilbride, Scotland, 'Basketry Making Human Nature' at the Sainsbury Centre for Visual 
Arts in Norwich 2012, Re-Making the Past from the Devon Guild of Craftsmen and tour, 2014 (a study 
in Bronze Age Creativity) and ‘Dimensions’ in Denmark, 2016.  She received an MBE for services to 
basketmaking in 2012 and one of two Crafts Skills Champions Awards in 2013. 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 3 December 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Monday 4 to Thursday 7 December 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available until 10pm for those wishing to work on 

providing this has been discussed with the tutor.  These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Friday 8 December 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Please bring any Japanese objects, images, books you may have and are willing to show to the group. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am –2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
Included in the course fee are materials shared amongst the group, all/most materials required for the 
specific project set by the tutor. A large selection will be brought so there will be plenty of choice of 
both natural and man-made materials. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Basic basketry tools, needles, basketmakers' bodkins 
Bookbinding threads  
Sharpening stones 
Cutters 
Books on basketmaking – including several written by the tutor 
Notebooks, pens etc. 
 
Available from the tutor: 
The tutor will have a good selection of tools which may be borrowed. 
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Please bring any of the items listed on page 2, if you have them, and in addition: 
A good penknife (Opinel knives, numbers 6 and 7, are particularly suitable) 
Secateurs 
Side cutters 
A small hammer 
A small weight, heavy tin or stone (2kg approx)  
A spray bottle 
A large old cloth/ curtain to wrap work to keep it damp 
A few clothes pegs 
A small quantity of string 
 

You may like to bring extra materials – these could include favourite threads, wool, strings and ropes, 
wires and other suitable flexible materials. Plant materials, leaves, flexible stems, bark, or roots may also 
be suitable. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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