
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SLW07733 MAKING CHAINS – JEWELLERY 
 

Tutor: DAPHNE KRINOS 
 

Dates: LONG WEEKEND  FRIDAY 23 MARCH – MONDAY 26 MARCH 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 

The aim of the course is to encourage you to develop one or several designs for a piece of jewellery 
which either uses chain as its main feature or incorporates a repeated pattern of links as part of the 
overall design. 
 

I intend to expose you to a wide variety of examples of chain, historical, functional, commercial and 
contemporary, through an introductory illustrated talk and by bringing actual test pieces and examples of 
hand made chain designs to show. 
 

I want to encourage you to use your own ideas and to design and make your version of a chain, by 
helping you to take into account materials, proportions, and various metal characteristics as well as giving 
you technical guidance throughout. 
 

I shall be happy if some just wish to experiment making different kinds of chain as test pieces and models 
for future projects, but I shall encourage everyone to produce at least one finished piece of jewellery. 
 

Making chains takes the fear out of soldering and repeating a shape and pattern encourages hand skills.  
The use of tools becomes a great deal easier, and the end result can be very rewarding! 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  THIS COURSE IS NOT SUITABLE FOR COMPLETE BEGINNERS.  SOME 
EXPERIENCE OF PIERCING AND SOLDERING IS NECESSARY. 
 

Day 1:  Demonstration of test pieces and group discussion about everyone’s ideas for chain designs and 
what they wish to achieve during the course. 
 

Explanation on various techniques used to make traditional chains by hand (e.g. loop in loop 
chain, forged link practicalities, using different metals). 
 

Students begin making. 
 

Day 2: Continuing on individual pieces, with guidance and help. 
 

Day 3: Finishing projects, evaluating work. Group discussion about results achieved, pictures taken of 
work made. 

 

LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED 

For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills. The focus is on working towards independent practise. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Daphne Krinos trained at Middlesex in the eighties. Since then she has been designing and making her 
distinctive jewellery which is featured in many publications and exhibitions in the UK and abroad. Her 
work is in several public collections. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 23 March 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
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Arrival day continued: Friday 23 March 
 

7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 March 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working is available until 10pm, please discuss with tutor as sessions 

are not tutored. 
 

Departure day: Monday 26 March 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Any images for inspiration are welcome. (I shall provide especially selected books from the library.) 
Please also see attached note from tutor. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Silver sheet and wire in different gauges, as well as a small selection of tube 
Copper and brass sheet and wire 
Silver solders 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Any tools you already have  
Please note: the shop does not stock gold, but you may want to work with it 
 

USEFUL ADDRESS: 
 

Tools, Metal 
Cookson Precious Metals 
49 Hatton Garden, London EC1N 8YS  Tel: 020 7400 6500 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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MAKING CHAINS – JEWELLERY 
 
I would love this short course to be not only about technique but also about design. 
 
Although it is not realistic to teach design in three days, I would like to try and expand everybody’s 
views and ideas about chains. 
 
I shall spend Friday evening showing you a great variety of images where chain is used, from ancient 
pieces to very modern ones, which will hopefully inspire you to create your own original design. 
 
It would be great if, in your own time and well before the course begins, you try to think a little bit 
about what chains are, where they are used and how they are used.  Look around you and do not just 
concentrate on jewellery.  See how chain is used to connect various things together. 
 
Observe links or fragments of them.  If you can, look at photographs of microscopic particles or 
organisms, often linked together in what look like endless chains.  There are numerous interesting 
shapes and forms in nature, which repeat themselves.  Look at manmade things like iron work, gates, 
barriers and fences, there are many ideas there for creating interesting links. 
 
Wherever possible, take pictures or do a sketch.  You’ll be surprised at how many times you will come 
across chains. 
 
I would like you to bring as much of this material as you can and think before you start the course about 
how you could create an original chain. 
 
I look forward to meeting you and working with you. 
 
 
Daphne Krinos 
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