
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S3D07667 GLASS ENGRAVING: PRINCIPLES, PRACTICE, POTENTIAL 
 
Tutor: NANCY SUTCLIFFE 
 
Dates: 3 DAYS  MONDAY 26 FEBRUARY – THURSDAY 1 MARCH 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 

 
This course aims to inspire you to explore this fascinating craft.  Before you can experiment, you must 
understand the basics. The course will provide a thorough grounding in the core skills and techniques of 
engraving with a flexi-drive drill, and from this solid base, students will be encouraged to work in a spirit 
of experimentation to discover their own personal engraving style.  
 
This course will be suitable for both the complete beginner, and for those who already have a degree of 
proficiency who wish to refresh and extend their skills.  
 
As a group we will consider the importance of design on both flat glass and vessel forms, and discuss the 
different types of glass suitable for engraving (including recycled).  The course will explore the different 
styles of engraving possible with small rotary and handheld tools. Working from your own original 
drawings, or from photographic reference, you will be guided through all the stages necessary to transfer 
your ideas onto glass and begin to develop your skills.  
 
Beginners will work at their own pace, with help and guidance, through short specifically designed 
exercises which closely examine the range and purpose of particular stones, diamonds and polishers. 
Improvers will be supported in developing their own projects and original work and are encouraged to 
bring work in progress to the course.  
 
Most teaching will be one to one. There will be lots of demonstration with the opportunity for 
questions and group discussion; the emphasis is on sharing experience and skills in a supportive 
atmosphere, with the dual goals of improving technique and encouraging experimentation.  
 
Key elements of the course include:  

●  The importance of good design.  

●  Identifying suitable subjects for engraving.  

●  Different engraving styles, such as intaglio, surface, line, stipple engraving and hand engraving on 

clear glass.  

●  How to transfer drawings and designs onto glass prior to engraving.  

●  How to achieve the illusion of 3D using stones and polishing. 

●  Texture, tone and form. 

 

The course will begin with an informal group introduction and slide show after dinner on the first 
evening. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL   
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Nancy Sutcliffe is a Fellow of the Guild of Glass Engravers. She exhibits and teaches internationally and 
has work in public and private collections.  
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Monday 26 February 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
  There will be an informal introduction and an illustrated talk in the evening. 
 

Other days: Tuesday 27 and Wednesday 28 February 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Thursday 1 March 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Students should bring their own drawings, designs or black and white photographs/photocopies for 
inspiration. Try and look at examples of good engraving in museums and galleries or via google images. 
Bring some glass to practice on (try charity shops or discount retailers such as TK Maxx). Improvers 
should bring a small example of their earlier work. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee:   
A basic set of burrs and some practise glass. 
 

Drills will be provided. Please bring any good clear glass you may want to work on, along with any burrs 
you may have and a micromotor if you own one; if you do not have burrs, you may purchase some 
before starting the course.  
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Available from the Shop: 
Burrs 
Hand engraving tools 
Black paper 
White crayons/pencils/Staedtler pens 
A selection of diamond burrs, stones, rubbers for use in flexible drives 
Some pieces of practice glass 
Tumblers with lead content 
Sketchpad and pencils 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
A small container of methylated spirit 
A small container for water 
A black cushion / black velvet fabric 
Any tools you may already own eg. micromotor, burrs etc 
Glass with lead content 
Practice glass NB. not pyrex or heat treated. 
Wooden cocktail sticks 
Polishing paste if owned 
Roll of Kitchen paper 
Roll of cling film 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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