
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE07639 INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTWRITING 
 

Tutor: SARA CLIFFORD 
 

Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 16 FEBRUARY – SUNDAY 18 FEBRUARY 
 
 

How is a script constructed?  What is the best way of telling your story?  What is satisfying for an audience? 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

The tutor will take you through the journey to write a ten minute complete play, or an extract from a 
longer play. Through a combination of exercises, workshop collaboration, critical analysis, peer learning 
and professional guidance from the tutor, you will learn how to: 
 

– Generate ideas for plays or to develop your existing idea.  
– Create strong believable characters that have a life within the play.  
– Create challenging ‘journeys’ for your characters.  
– Make your idea theatrical and dramatic, how best to tell your story.  
– Understand the dramaturgy of what you and others write ie how a play is constructed, from the 
 dramatic to the post dramatic, from monologue to verbatim text. 
– Develop an understanding of the scenography of a play, ie how it is put ‘on its feet’ and the 
 collaborative nature of rehearsals. 
– Develop your understanding of the interaction between play and audience.  
– Understand the process of redrafting.  
 

The tutor will create a supportive and creative environment, and ensure you receive the maximum 
benefit whether you are an experienced writer or new to script writing.  
 

We will combine reading extracts from existing dramatic texts with practical workshops and guided 
writing sessions, to nurture your understanding of the playwright’s craft in order to produce your own 
new work.  
 

By the end of the course, you will have a strong script or extract ready to be shared in a script in hand 
reading. You will have gained confidence in developing ideas for a play, and an understanding of 
character, journey, dramaturgy, scenography and editing. 
 

LEVEL:  BEGINNERS 
Starting points.  For those with little or no experience who want to go back to basics and would like a 
structured introduction to a subject. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Sara Clifford originally studied English, and has an MA in Screenwriting. She has been a script 
reader/dramaturg for over twenty years, and teaches writing for performance at various Universities. 
Sara has written over thirty plays; was finalist for the Susan Smith Blackburn Award; and Writer in 
Residence at Brighton University. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 16 February 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course.  

In this session we will introduce ourselves as a group and share the prepared 
premises (see page 2). 
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Other days: Saturday 17 February 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 18 February 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
1/ 
See a play, piece of theatre or a film shortly before coming on the course, that you can discuss.  
What did you like about it and why? 
What didn’t you like and why? 
What was the premise? 
What happened in the end? 
 

2/ 
Write a premise for your idea – this is one or two sentences that drive the plot of a script, often ending 
with a question.  For example:  
A lonely boy is befriended by an alien. 
OR 
A small boy sees dead people. 
OR  
Will Romeo find happiness ever after with the forbidden Juliet? 
OR  
Will Macbeth succeed in becoming King? And what will he have to do to achieve this? 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Notebook  Pen or pencil 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
A laptop if you have one. PCs are available to use in the Media Suite. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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