
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE07382 CALLIGRAPHY – EXPLORING VERSATILE VERSALS 
 
Tutor: GILLIAN HAZELDINE 
 
Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 20 OCTOBER – SUNDAY 22 OCTOBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Versal letters are based on Roman capital proportions but are constructed rather than made directly 
with a broad pen.  Learn how to write these beautiful capitals and explore their versatility by adapting 
them for use in contemporary work.  The term Versal was coined by the paleographer E F Strange to 
describe the built-up letters used at the beginning of verses in Carolingian manuscripts such as the 
Grandval Bible, and this period provides some of the most beautiful examples of these letters. 
 
Calligraphic letters made with an edged nib rely on the angle at which the nib is held to make form and 
distribute weight.  Versals are made using a small nib and multiple strokes, so they are ‘constructed’ 
rather than directly written.  They are supremely versatile letters, from absolutely formal to free, modern 
and expressive. 
 
We will begin with a brief recap of the proportions of Roman capitals in their skeleton form, using a 
small nib, then we will move on to structured work on building the strokes, concentrating on the 
important ‘waisting’ of the stems, to avoid them appearing wooden, and the task of creating stems of 
uniform weight. 
 
Having worked on a very formal letterform, with hairline serifs, we will move on to consider some of 
the many possible variations which will provide a more contemporary form: removing serifs, changing 
the weight and/or slope, adding a subtle curve to stems.  All of these variations will be explored using 
texts, so that you are enhancing words by using an appropriate letterform.  
 
One-to-one tuition and demonstration will be an important part of the course, so that everyone can 
work at their own pace.  We will also explore spacing and basic layout of text, and the use of colour. 
 
Gouache, rather than ink, gives better results with Versals, so the mixing and consistency of paint will 
also be considered. 
 
The ability to write Versals well will greatly add to your repertoire of scripts and to your ability to 
express yourself in successful contemporary work. 
 
LEVEL:  INTERMEDIATE   
Skills development.  For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills.  The focus 
is on further developing and building of skills working towards independent practice. 
 
Participants will need to have a basic knowledge of the proportions of Roman capitals. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Jilly Hazeldine has been a designer all her working life and a calligrapher for the past 30 years.  Her initial 
training in graphic design is the major influence in her work.  Words are the usual starting point for 
creative work and she enjoys designing, drawing and painting letters to suit a particular text. 
 

She works to commission, teaches widely and regularly exhibits her personal work.  She is author of 
‘Contemporary Calligraphy, How to use formal scripts today’, published by Robert Hale in 2011.  
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 20 October 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

This will be an introduction to the tutor, her approach and to get to know each 
other.  Jilly will talk about the historical development of writing that resulted in 
the Carolingian manuscripts in the 9th century where the letters that are called 
Versals were first used.  She will demonstrate the structure of these compound 
letters.  There will be plenty of time for questions. 

 

Other days: Saturday 21 October 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Sunday 22 October 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION:  
None required for this course 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Additional charge: 
On this course the tutor will supply some of the materials.  This charge of not more than £2.50 should 
be paid to the tutor before the end of the course, by cash. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Good quality A3 cartridge pad eg Winsor & Newton smooth surface pad 
Mitchell or Leonardt nibs sizes 3 ½, 4 and 5 
Penholders 
Higgins Eternal ink (or Chinese or Sumi) 
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Available from the Shop continued: 
Pencils  
Ruler 
Tube of gouache paint, colour optional (more than one if you already have them) 
Gum Arabic (if you already have it) 
Mixing brushes  
Palettes  
Kitchen roll 
 
Available from the tutor:  
Exemplars 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Usual calligraphy equipment, to include pencils, ruler, penholders, nibs, kitchen roll, which you may 
already have. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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