
 

 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S3D07390 WOODCARVING – TEXTURE AND FORM 
 
Tutor: MAX BAINBRIDGE 
 
Dates: 3 DAYS  SUNDAY 22 OCTOBER – WEDNESDAY 25 OCTOBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
An exploration of texture and form in wood.  Over the course of three days you will explore the use of 
hand tools to create sculptural objects from British hardwoods.  
 
The tutor will demonstrate how to safely and proficiently use a selection of hand tools including straight 
knives, crook knives, gouges, rasps and files to create objects that examine a line between the sculptural 
and the functional. 
 
Throughout the course the tutor will advise on how best to approach individual shapes and forms, and 
demonstrate how to achieve different textures and surface finishes. 
 
On the completion of this course students will have gained a good understanding of creating sculptural 
forms from wood using hand tools and have the confidence to continue making in wood going forward.  
 
LEVEL: BEGINNERS   
Starting points.  For those with little or no experience who want to go back to basics and would like a 
structured introduction to a subject. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Max is an artist and craftsman who graduated in Fine Art from Chelsea College of Arts and currently 
runs his collaborative arts practice Forest + Found, with whom he exhibits internationally. Working with 
traditional and experimental techniques he produces sculptural works in wood.  His book The Urban 
Woodsman was published in October 2016. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 22 October 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

Students will receive a 15 minute presentation by Max and his partner Abigail 
on their studio practice Forest + Found.  After the talk we split off into our 
course group and students will be briefed on the three days and how it will be 
structured.  Max will have some examples of his own work and we will engage 
in conversations surrounding your interests and the subject of sculptural vs 
functional. 

 

Other days: Monday 23 and Tuesday 24 October 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
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Other days continued: Monday 23 and Tuesday 24 October 
 

3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Wednesday 25 October 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION:  
No preparation is required. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee:  
The course fee includes the cost of timber provided for the course. 
 
Available from the tutor: 
Copies of his book ‘The Urban Woodsman’ . 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Suitable work clothes, sensible sturdy footwear and an apron. 
 
If you own any hand tools you would like to try working with you are more than welcome to bring 
them along (mark with your name).  Note: hand tools only.  Carving tools will also be available to use 
on the course. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor will instruct students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Please note that tutor 
supervision is required at all times when students work in this workshop.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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