
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S4D07607 ANIMAL SCULPTURE FOR YOUR GARDEN 
 

Tutor :  SUSAN HALLS 
 

Dates: 4 DAYS  SUNDAY 4 FEBRUARY – THURSDAY 8 FEBRUARY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

Design and make a striking animal sculpture for your garden.  We will discuss the key points that make a 
work successful for such a project – design, surface and scale will all be considered as well as subject 
choice – some animals will make a stronger statement and be more successful than others.  Taller, long 
legged or bulky animals, including birds make good subjects as do frogs and turtles.  Large heads, both 
human and animal can also make striking garden ornaments.  The idea is to make an impact! 
 

Pieces will be constructed hollow using red terracotta paper clay.  Hand building techniques such as 
coiling, slabbing and dowelling will be mixed and matched to construct your sculpture. No armatures or 
laborious hollowing out! Initial ideas can be loosely sketched or planned out by making maquettes (small, 
solid, preliminary models). Depending on scale and how ambitious your subject, it may be possible to make 
two pieces during the course. Sculptures will be high fired so they can remain outdoors all year round. 
 

Maximum size will be based on kiln dimensions though there will be the option of dividing the sculpture 
into sections and rejoining after the firing.  The different techniques and approaches will all be 
demonstrated and individual help from your tutor will be on offer throughout the course. 
 

The aim of the course is to encourage you to see the virtue in pre planning and designing a sculpture 
before making it, to encourage the use of drawing as a beneficial tool and to learn new hand building 
skills and to gain knowledge and confidence working with clay on an ambitious scale.   
 

The objectives are to successfully design and make a sculpture(s) for site specific purpose, to be able to 
make correct choice of technique(s) for the project in hand, and to make critical judgements as to the 
strengths and weaknesses of your ceramic designs. 
 

Learning outcomes will be the general gaining of knowledge of handling paper clay, to increase confidence 
working with clay on a large scale and develop enough experience to work independently at a later stage. 
 

LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 

A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Susan Halls studied ceramics at the University of Creative Arts and the Royal College of Art.  She has 
been a professional animal sculptor for over 25 years and currently works in the USA.  She was a faculty 
member at Manchester Metropolitan University 1994–97 and has been a visiting lecturer to several art 
colleges and universities in the UK.  Susan has given many masterclass workshops in USA, Canada, UK 
and Hungary and is author of Animals and Figures and Pinch Pottery published by Lark.  She exhibits 
widely and has work represented in many collections including the V & A. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 4 February 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
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Other days: Monday 5 to Wednesday 7 February 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Thursday 8 February 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am Morning classes start 
10.30am Coffee 
11.00am Morning classes continue 
12.45pm Lunch 
2.00pm Afternoon classes 
3.00pm Classes finish 
3.30pm Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring a sketch pad with some doodles or sketched ideas – even if they are photographs, gathering 
information is beneficial.  Consider the subject matter and narrow your choice. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee:  
The course fee includes the cost of all clay, glazing and firing costs – large work in size and quantity may 
be charged extra. 
 
Please bring with you: 
Sketchpad 
An electric heat gun/paint stripper 
A banding wheel 
Overall/Apron (preferably cotton or laminated fabric)  
Basic pottery tools if you have them – especially a potter's knife  
 

PLEASE BRING A STAMPED, SELF-ADDRESSED POSTCARD WITH YOU (or a card with your name 
and email address) if you wish to leave your work at the College for glazing and firing, so that we can let 
you know when your pieces are ready for collection.  
 

Please note that your work will be kept for collection for one year from the postmark date on your 
returned postcard or email. 
 
Firing and glazing of raw, finished pieces:  Students normally have three options at the end of the course: 

 

1 Students may leave any raw, finished pieces that they wish to keep, for biscuit firing, basic glazing 
and re-firing by the College, for collection at a later date.   

 
 
HAL54D1 
Continued   



Page 3 

 
2  Students may leave raw, finished pieces for biscuit firing at the College.  They may then book a 

place on a Glazing Day – the details and fee are advertised in the short course programme – 
and learn how to glaze their work themselves.  This work will be re-fired and available for col-
lection at a later date.  (There is no further charge for the glazing materials if you choose to 
book a glazing day.) 

 

3 Students are free to take away their unfired pots for firing and glazing elsewhere. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course. There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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