
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE07550  ITALIC HANDWRITING 
 

Tutor:  CHERRELL AVERY 
 

Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 12 JANUARY – SUNDAY 14 JANUARY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

Originating in Italy in the Renaissance, Italic calligraphy is an elegant, fluent hand and has remained a 
popular choice through the centuries and used by royalty, artists and clerks alike. Study this writing 
model during the course and learn how to use a broad edged fountain pen to enable you to begin the 
process of writing with style and panache. This course will enable you to begin the process of 
transforming your handwriting to a new and elegant style. 
 

Developing an awareness of how you write is the initial goal. Through a series of group, pair and 
individual exercises, you will explore the ergonomics and the formation and flow of your current writing. 
Elements such as scale, proportion, speed, formation and slope will be studied in preparation for 
analysing and reproducing an italic style. 
 

Characteristics of this script will be taught and practiced systematically to begin the process of 
internalisation and reinforcement of the new forms.  The different letter joins will be identified and 
practiced and scale and speed introduced.  Plenty of individual help and guidance will be given along 
with detailed demonstrations.  Group discussion and feedback will be encouraged throughout the 
course and progress shared. 
 

Learning to use an “edged nib” fountain pen and experimentation with other types of pens will be an 
important part of the course.  This helps to facilitate confident and controlled writing that has distinct 
thick and thin strokes which enhances the letters and presentation. 
 

You will experiment with capitals and numerals and study successful layouts and spacing leading to 
practicing envelopes, cards and letters with your new handwriting. 
 

Tips and practice strategies will be given to ensure that the new skills are retained and reinforced 
enabling your italic handwriting to continue to improve and flourish. 
 

LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
A specialist in handwriting, Cherrell Avery has been teaching lettering skills to adults and children for 
over 30 years. She is also a professional scribe who regularly exhibits her lettering art. Her work with 
handwriting has been featured in the national press and on BBC news. Cherrell was calligrapher in 
residence at V&A in 2012. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 12 January 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

Following introductions, and an outline of the course, there will be practical 
exercises and discussions and an opportunity to study some handwriting models. 
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Other days: Saturday 13 January 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 14 January 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Please bring along a sample of your everyday writing. 
 

Essential: if you are left handed please contact the College Craft Shop at least two weeks before the 
course starts to tell them so they can ensure they have left-handed Manuscript pens in stock. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Available from the Shop:  
“Manuscript” calligraphy fountain pen with 3 different sized nibs (right or left handed – see above and 
inform the shop in advance if you are left handed) 
Ink cartridges 
HB Pencils 
Eraser 
Calligraphy felt pens (optional) 
 

Available from the tutor: 
A variety of edged pens to try out 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
A4 ruled feint/margin file paper (normal width lines) 
Your usual pen(s)  
An A4 or 5 pad of smooth writing paper (such as Basildon Bond) 
3 or 4 envelopes of different shapes and sizes 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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