
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE07351  BOOKBINDING – DECORATIVE LEATHER BINDING TECHNIQUES 
 
Tutor:    PETER JONES 
 
Dates:    WEEKEND  FRIDAY 6 OCTOBER – SUNDAY 8 OCTOBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
The ability to work confidently with leather remains crucial in contemporary bookbinding. In this course 
you will learn about three essential decorative techniques; inlay, onlay and scarf jointing.  
 
In this course you will gain a working knowledge of these three methods of working.  
 
You will learn how to select the leathers and the techniques appropriate to your design and how to 
handle the tools and materials.  You will make two decorative panels using various leathers to build up 
designs of your own choice.  You will make a semi-limp pamphlet from one of the panels and will be 
provided with a purposely printed set of course notes which can be used as the text for this binding. 
You will be given advice on how to design to your abilities and will learn how to make appropriate 
choices for your own bindings.  
 
We will start the course by discussing the various techniques, their purpose, and the skills required to 
master them.  All of the techniques will be demonstrated by the tutor and guidance will be given 
individually so that you can work confidently at your own level. 
 
At the end of the course we will have a review of what has been achieved. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice.  
 
The course is suitable for intermediate to advanced students but the tutor has designed the course so 
that beginners can also undertake the projects. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Peter worked in London as a furniture restorer and leather liner before training in bookbinding at 
Brighton Polytechnic.  He now works as a bookbinder and as a carpenter and has taught bookbinding 
extensively, including at the Universities of Brighton and Roehampton.  He is a Fellow and Past President 
of Designer Bookbinders and has had several articles published in The New Bookbinder.  His work is 
exhibited internationally and held in numerous collections.  Peter mainly works from his studio bindery 
in Wannock, East Sussex. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 6 October 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

We will have a look at examples prepared by the tutor and proposed designs. 
We will begin to discuss how they can be realised and any alternatives that 
might be considered. 
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Other days: Saturday 7 October 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 8 October 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Additional charge: 
On this course the tutor will supply most of the materials.  This charge of not more than £35 should be 
paid to the tutor before the end of the course, by cash or cheque. 
 
Available from the Shop:   
30 cm steel rule(s) 
Pointed bonefolder  
Scalpel with 10A blade. Additional 10, 10A and 15 blades. 
Small pair of scissors 
Pencil 
Eraser 
Pair of dividers (spring loaded if poss.) 
Small bodkin/bradawl (for making small holes) 
Paste brushes 
Khadi papers 
Canson Mi Teintes papers 
Decorative papers 
Set Square 
Masking tape 
Thread 
Sewing needles 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Apron 
Paring knives of all types. ALREADY SHARPENED (if you have them) 
Spokeshave(s). ALREADY SHARPENED (if you have them) 
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Please bring continued: 
Sharpening stones (if you have them) 
A G-clamp if you usually use one when paring 
Paring machine with spare blades (if you have one) 
Cutting mat (these are also supplied for use on the course) 
Cobbler’s/boot knife or knife suitable for slitting paper 
A Japanese screw punch (if you have one) 
Other hole punches (if you have them) 
2 Clean jam jars with lids (or equivalent) 
 
If you have queries on whether tools you have are suitable, please contact the Short Course Organiser 
via bookingsoffice@westdean.org.uk 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:   
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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