
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE07401 JEWELLERY IN WOOD WITH SILVER AND PEARL INLAY 
 

Tutor: SARAH KING 
 

Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 27 OCTOBER – SUNDAY 29 OCTOBER 
 

 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
This course explores how to make contemporary sculptural jewellery pieces using wood with silver inlay 
and pearls.  You will look at what sorts of woods are suitable and how it can be shaped and combined 
with silver.  You will learn how to do simple inlay of silver dots and lines and how to inlay pearls into 
wood.  There will be guided exercises which you can adapt to create your own designs.  You will look 
at finished pieces and step-by-step handouts and material sourcing information will be provided. 
 
The first project will be a pendant of 5mm depth wood inlaid with small silver dots.  The second project 
will be to make a more sculptural ring or pendant with 10mm depth wood and silver line and/or an 
inlaid pearl.  You will learn how to saw, file, shape and finish wood parts and then how to combine with 
silver elements to make completed pieces of jewellery.  We will not be doing silver soldering within the 
weekend.  There will then be time to experiment with different woods, designs texturing and decorating 
techniques.  There will be suggestions for further steps to continue after the course. 
 
We will also look at the amazing range and diversity of jewellery made in wood by a range of 
International Designer/Makers. 
 
This course is suitable for complete beginners or those with some jewellery hand skills who want to 
broaden their material possibilities with only minor adaptation to their current hand tools.  
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Sarah King specialises in mixing precious and non-precious materials in jewellery.  She has pieces in 
numerous public collections (including Crafts Council and British Council) and books on contemporary 
jewellery.  She won the Association of Contemporary Jewellery Prize and several Goldsmiths’ 
Craftmanship and Design Awards.  She has over 10 years teaching experience and also teaches at 
Central St Martins and Morley College. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 27 October 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Saturday 28 October 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
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Other days continued: Saturday 28 October 
 

3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Sunday 29 October 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee:  
The course fee includes the cost of wood, pearls and a small amount of silver to use as inlay 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Silver 
A good selection of art materials 
Jewellery tools etc  
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Apron, scissors, sellotape, paper 
Reverse action tweezers and dividers if you have them 
Any silver tube or wire you may have and drills in matching sizes 
Any one hole pearls you already have 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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