
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE07620   DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY – PAINTING AND DRAWING WITH LIGHT 
 

Tutor:   ROY MATTHEWS 
 

Dates:   WEEKEND  FRIDAY 9 FEBRUARY – SUNDAY 11 FEBRUARY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

Explore the creative technique of photographic light painting to produce beautiful painterly images using 
only the simplest equipment of a hand-held light.  Working in darkness gives us complete control of 
where we apply the light to the subject and the effects you can achieve by using a combination of 
different lighting angles and types of light.  This practical course is designed to introduce you to the style, 
with all the essentials demonstrated from looking at various light sources to methods of applying the 
light in the most effective way.  The course will also include a short introduction to drawing with light 
where the light is directed at the camera to produce ‘light drawn images’.  The techniques of combining 
images and adjusting the final look in post-production in Adobe Photoshop and Lightroom will also be 
explored in depth. 
 

This workshop will give you a comprehensive insight into the techniques of light painting and light 
drawing creating a solid platform from which you can experiment further.  During the course we will 
work both indoors in darkness and outdoors after dark – weather dependent. 
 

The course is for up to 8 participants.  While each will be allocated a PC, some of the other equipment 
provided in the studio is shared.  You need to have computer skills and a basic familiarity with Adobe 
Photoshop and Lightroom software (CC) would also be an advantage.  
 

LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED   
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills.  The focus is on working towards independent practice. 
 

A working knowledge of photographic exposure, and the manual settings on your DSLR camera would 
be useful, though not essential. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Roy Matthews has worked as a freelance photographer in many areas including advertising, travel, 
tourism and editorial. Roy now also teaches workshops, passing on the skills learnt in the commercial 
world. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 9 February 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
   
Other days: Saturday 10 February 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
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Other days continued: Saturday 10 February 
 

3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner  
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 11 February 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Very Important – please bring a selection of light sources, objects and backgrounds – see details below. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Memory sticks 
Some photographic printing paper 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
A Digital SLR or Mirrorless camera and all the lenses you have, especially normal focal length and wide 
angle (with manual focus) 
Fully charged and spare camera batteries – and charger 
Camera memory cards 
Camera to computer leads 
Tripod 
Cable release or remote (can also use self timer) 
A USB memory stick to save your images 
A timer or smartphone (anything to time exposures longer than 30 seconds) 
Be prepared to work outdoors in the evening, so bring warm clothing and suitable footwear for walking 
in the woods! Please bring dark clothing for the outdoor light drawing. 
 

Different light sources: 
 

For indoor light painting please bring a small low powered torch (ideally a variety of small torches for 
achieving different effects). A small key fob torch will be fine – I can recommend the Maglite solitaire or 
something similar.  It is also possible to use a smartphone or tablet with very good results.  Again a 
selection of small different size/brightness torches will give you more options (think of the torches as 
paint brushes – small fine light or wider soft light). For the light drawing you will need a slightly larger 
torch for outdoors if you have one, however you can use the torches you brought for the indoor work 
or use the lights supplied as below. 
 

The lights for the light drawing part of the course will be supplied but please bring any lights which can 
be used if you have them.  Battery powered LED rope, light wands etc – you can get an idea of the 
options by looking at some light painting light suppliers online. 
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Suitable objects for indoor light painting: 
 

Please bring a selection of objects and backgrounds (e.g. fabric/wood) to create a variety of table top 
still life setups.  Non-reflective objects with good texture work best – matt metals, ceramics, fruit & veg, 
dried flowers, leather, wood are all suitable.  Please make sure the fabric for the background is large 
enough to cover the still life objects and also allow extra to allow a section to be pulled up behind the 
still life.  The greater variety of objects you bring the more options you will have for creating different 
still life setups 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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