
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

SWE07570 SHE SAID, HE SAID – WRITING DIALOGUE FOR FICTION 
 

Tutors: LESLEY THOMSON AND ELLY GRIFFITHS 
 With Guest Speaker JANE LYTHELL 
 

Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 19 JANUARY – SUNDAY 21 JANUARY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

‘What’s the point of dialogue? How can it add to my story?’ 
 

Bestselling authors Elly Griffiths and Lesley Thomson explore one of the key aspects of writing fiction: 
how to create believable and compelling dialogue.  Using a mix of published texts, photographs and 
other media, you will work collaboratively, in pairs, as a group and individually, to gain a good 
understanding of how to express character and plot through dialogue.  
 
You are invited to make full use of the atmospheric setting of West Dean, a  beautiful mansion set in 
the heart of the Sussex countryside.  As part of the workshop you will have a chance to explore the 
house and grounds to inspire your writing. On Saturday night we gather around a fictional fire to read 
aloud work produced that afternoon.  During this relaxed, enjoyable session Lesley and Elly will offer 
individual feedback. 
 
On Sunday afternoon Elly and Lesley will be joined by Jane Lythell, author and ex-TV producer.  You 
will have the opportunity to ask all three writers questions about their work and their different journeys 
to publication.  
 
By the end of the course you will have developed your understanding of dialogue and how to use it to 
express character and plot. You will have gained confidence in your writing and developed some of the 
skills you will need to complete a believable and compelling story. You will leave with new ideas and 
techniques as well as an understanding of, and an enthusiasm for, writing fiction. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL  
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTORS: 
Lesley Thomson grew up in London.  Her novel A Kind of Vanishing won The People’s Book Prize in 
2010.  The Detective’s Daughter, published in 2013, sold over 400,000 copies and is Sainsbury’s Ebook 
2013.  Ghost Girl, the second in The Detective’s Daughter series, out in 2014, is another bestseller.  
The Detective’s Secret, (2015), was Sainsbury’s Book of the Week. The fourth in The Detective’s 
Daughter series, The House With No Rooms was published in 2016 – it was Sainsbury’s book of the 
week in April. The Dog Walker comes in April 2017.  
Lesley is an associate tutor on West Dean’s Creative Writing MA. 
 

Elly Griffiths is the author of the highly successful Ruth Galloway crime novels (‘wonderfully rich’ The 
Guardian, ‘highly atmospheric’ New York Times). The first in the series, The Crossing Places, won the 
Mary Higgins Clark Award and three books have been shortlisted for the Theakston’s Crime Novel of 
the Year. The ninth book, The Chalk Pit, was published in February 2017.  Elly also writes the Stephens 
and Mephisto series set in the theatrical world of the 1950s.  The fourth book in that series, The 
Vanishing Box, will be published in November 2017.  In 2016 Elly won the Crime Writers’ Association 
Dagger in the Library, awarded for a body of work.  
Elly is an associate tutor on West Dean’s Creative Writing MA. 
 
 
THO7WE3 
Continued   



Page 2 

 
 
ABOUT YOUR GUEST SPEAKER: 
Jane Lythell lives in Brighton and is a sea-lover, star gazer, film and football fan.  She worked as a 
television producer for fifteen years.  She then moved to the British Film Institute as Deputy Director, 
did one year as Chief Executive of BAFTA followed by seven years at the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office.  Her two psychological thrillers THE LIE OF YOU and AFTER THE STORM were published in 
2014 and 2015.  Her third novel WOMAN OF THE HOUR, contemporary fiction, came out in July 
2016. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 19 January 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

Participants will be asked to share with the group their reason for joining the 
course. They will be asked to name a book they have enjoyed and to tell 
everyone how the writer used dialogue to tell their story. 

 

Other days: Saturday 20 January 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
  ‘Who’s there?’ Dialogue in fiction: an introduction.  Dialogue activity: ‘Who’s  
  speaking, please?’ 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Activity – inventing characters who walk and talk  
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Activity: ‘He lies like an eye witness’. Dialogue to convey plot 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Individual writing task 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Participants will read aloud passages of dialogue that they have written in the 

afternoon.  Elly Griffiths and Lesley Thomson will offer feedback. 
 

Departure day: Sunday 21 January 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
  An everyday story of country folk. Telling stories through dialogue alone. 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Activity: A cocktail party. Writing a story in dialogue. 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Guest author Jane Lythell, writer, ex TV-producer and former BAFTA 

president. 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
PLEASE NOTE:  non-residential students should book dinner for Saturday night either in advance with 
the Bookings Office or with Reception on arrival. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
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Included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes the cost of the guest speaker. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Notebook 
Pencil 
Pen 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Laptop (if you have one) 
A USB stick if using a laptop if you wish to use the college’s printing facilities   
Students also have access to PCs in the IT Suite or the Library 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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