
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

S5D07361 MAKING CONTEMPORARY ENAMEL BEADS 
 

Tutor: JOAN MACKARELL AND PENNY DAVIS 
 

Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 8 OCTOBER – FRIDAY 13 OCTOBER 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

During this exciting course the two tutors work together introducing you to the many diverse forms in 
which contemporary enamel beads can be produced and put together. 
 

The areas covered include the history and design of bead necklaces; sifting enamel, wire work, etching, 
and liquid enamels; enamelling pre-formed beads using various techniques; fabrication of metal beads 
using press forming and bezel setting techniques; catch construction, including box snaps, magnetic 
catches, and hooks; enamelling of 3 dimensional forms; stringing and threading techniques. 
 

The course is taught in interchangeable groups by both tutors, in the jewellery workshop. There is a 
group review at end of each day. 
 

What students should achieve:  
 Fabrication of metal beads. 
 Construction of a catch. 
 Stringing of a necklace. 
 Designing a necklace using enamel and beads. 

 
LEVEL:  INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED  
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills.  The focus is on working towards independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTORS: 
Joan MacKarell is an enameller and maker of smallwork and jewellery. She was a senior lecturer at 
London Metropolitan University and is a founder member of the British Society of Enamellers and a 
director of Studio Fusion gallery in the Oxo Tower, London. 
 

Penny Davis trained at Sheffield Hallam University and works for the trade as well as producing her own 
work. She is an experienced maker who constructs jewellery, enamels and threads beads. 
 
 

TIMETABLE:  
 

Arrival day: Sunday 8 October 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

  Viewing samples of necklaces which include enamel beads, and design. Looking 
  and selecting beads in preparation for necklace design. 

 

Other days: Monday 9 to Thursday 12 October 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
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Other days continued: Monday 9 to Thursday 12 October 
 

4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Friday 13 October 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Tools and materials for students to bring: 

 Metal working tools if available 
 Silver sheet between .8 and 1mm thick 
 Fine pointed tweezers 
 Images for inspiration 
 Individual design projects 
 Beads and catches if available 

 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Additional Charge:   
On this course the tutors will supply enamels, gold/silver foil and silver and copper stampings on sale or 
return basis. This charge should be paid to the tutors before the end of the course, by cash or cheque. 
Tutors will also bring on sale and return basis, samples of enamel colours, liquid enamel, beads, foils, 
crimps, bezel wire, magnets, stringing paraphernalia. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Silver and copper sheet   Coloured pencils, drawing materials, sketch books 
Silver wire    Stringing materials as used by the bead stringing course 
Hand tools    Blythe flux 
Fine paint brush 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Beads     Jewellery hand tools: 
Enamels     – saw frame and blades 
Enamelling equipment   – needle files, round, square, flat 
Paint brushes    – larger files, ½ round, flat 
Silver sheet – 0.8 to 1mm  – pliers, snipe nose, round nose, flat 
     – tweezers 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutors instruct students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutors as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutors' absence. All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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