
 
 

 
 

OBJECT AND MATERIALS CONSERVATION 
ART AND OBJECT HANDLING 

M4D07320  6-10 NOVEMBER 2017 (4 day course) 
 
A wide choice of primary training is available 

in this country in aspects of object care.  

However, there are relatively few 

opportunities for conservation professionals 

to find specialist training in traditional skills 

and enhance their knowledge of materials and 

techniques. West Dean College has developed 

a series of short courses aimed at meeting this 

training need.  

 

This course is designed to offer participants 

guidance and practice in established methods 

for the handling, packing, storage and display 

of paintings and sculpture.  The first afternoon 

discusses object handling work at West Dean 

College.  The first full day introduces basic art 

handling followed by a talk and demonstration 

of audio-visual installations.  After touching on 

the principles of art handling, health and safety 

and manual lifting, the second day is devoted 

to transport and packing.  The third day deals 

with picture handling, hanger fitting and 

storage, and display in a gallery mock-up and 

the fourth day will concentrate on sculpture. 

 

If you work in an institution, museum or 

gallery, please bring with you a blank 

example of a painting or sculpture 

report for discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Leader: 

John Bracken, Director of Patina Art 

Collection Care Limited has 30 years’ 

experience in the art world and a strong 

practical foundation in all aspects of the 

handling, installation and transit of artworks.  

He spent 16 years at the Tate, the last five as 

Operations Manager for their Collection 

Centre.  In 2005 he left the Tate to set up 

Patina Art Collection Care Ltd 

Course Tutors 

Lyndsey Bracken, Sculpture Conservator, 

Patina Art Collection Care Limited 

Stuart Humpage, Technician, Patina Art 

Collection Care Limited 

Richard Farleigh, Newton Paper Conservator, 

Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge 

Abigail Granville, Paintings Conservator 

Kenji Takahashi, Audio-visual Installations 

West Dean Tutors – David Dorning, Jon Privett, 

Lorna Calcutt, Matthew Read. 

 

Participants 

The participants will be those working in art 

and object handling or related roles. The 

course is also suitable for new recruits to art 

handling. The aim of the course is to guide 

those wishing to learn new techniques or re-

establish skills. 

 

Safety boots should be worn for four 
days. 
 

OUTLINE PROGRAMME 
 
Wherever possible, demonstration and participatory practice is included.  Advanced techniques will 

not be taught, but many of them will be described so parameters may be understood.  The range of 

objects to be considered will include those works commonly found in galleries such as paintings and 

sculpture.  Preventive conservation underlies all these techniques, and evening lectures deal with the 

two aspects of this crucial principle.  By the end of the course, participants may expect to understand: 

the best manual and mechanical methods for the packing, storage, movement and display of paintings 

and sculpture, the layout and hanging of a gallery, manual lifting technique, the recognition of common 

risks, preventive conservation. 

The residential nature of this event will enable the informal exchange of viewpoints and experience. 

Questions and debate are invited, but the course is fully packed with essential teaching, 

demonstration and practice. 



  

Day 1 Monday 

 

12.00-13.30 Registration at College and check-in to room   

14.00  Start of course.  Welcome Talks 

14.05-18.00 Talks by West Dean College Tutors:  Books and Paper, Metals, 

Ceramics and Glass, Clocks 

18.00   Check-in to room (alternative time) 

19.00  Dinner   

   

Day 2  Tuesday   

 

Morning Basic art handling 

Afternoon Introduction to Audio-visual maintenance, 16 mm projector training and 

DVD player and projector set-up 

 

Day 3  Wednesday   

 

Morning Works on Paper 

Art Handling/Principles/Health and Safety/Manual Lifting 

Transport procedures      

Unloading a vehicle   

Afternoon Unpacking and packing methods    

Evening  Preventive Conservation:  Paintings      

 

Day 4  Thursday   

 

Morning Picture handling               

Picture storage 

Gallery work 

Afternoon Layout and installation 

Evening  Preventive conservation:  Sculpture 

 

Day 5  Friday 

 

Morning Sculpture handling, packing and storage       

  Lifting and transferring for display 

Afternoon Unusual methods  

15.30   Course ends.  
 

Non-residential course fee £593 

Fully inclusive residential course fee:  

Shared bathroom facilities £821  

Standard room with private bathroom facilities £901  

Superior room with private bathroom facilities £981 

 

HOW TO BOOK 
Please complete one booking form, or copy of form, per person per course and enclose a deposit for 

each course booked. On receipt of your booking, we will send all the further details you will need for 

your visit, including the course details and your final payment slip. Travel instructions will be sent to 

all students. 

For further information about the course, please contact the Course Organiser: 

cpd@westdean.org.uk or +44 (0) 1243 818219. 

For further information about booking, please telephone the Bookings Office:  +44 (0)1243 818300. 

Website:  www.westdean.org.uk 

mailto:cpd@westdean.org.uk
http://www.westdean.org.uk/

