
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

1D7224 CARVING A SMALL SOAPSTONE SCULPTURE – A TASTER DAY 

 
Tutor: PAULA HAUGHNEY 
 
Date: 1 DAY  SUNDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

Learn about the exciting process of direct stone carving with a variety of shapes and colours of 
soapstone to choose from.  The pieces vary in size and dimension, weighing between one and two kilos.  
It is a soft stone and relatively easy to shape with rifflers, files and chisels.  It can also be sawn.  A variety 
of textures can be achieved and the beautiful colours enhanced by polishing. 
 

Soapstone is perfect for creating a hand-held, tactile sculpture in one day.  As the shapes are unknown 
and unpredictable, come with an open mind on subject matter.  It is easier and more exciting to begin 
the design from the rock shape with simple rounded forms best for beginners. 
 

The tutor leads you through each stage of carving your chosen piece of stone and will provide 
inspiration in the form of books and objects.  Just bring yourself and lots of enthusiasm.  It will be a great 
day. 
 

LEVEL: BEGINNERS   
Starting points.  For those with little or no experience who want to go back to basics and would like a 
structured introduction to a subject. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR:  
Paula Haughney is an experienced stone carver and sculptor having practised her skills for over 30 years. 
All types of stone have featured in her work from soapstones to granite.  Her sculptures are in many 
public places in Britain and Europe, including St Katharine’s Dock, London and Herne Bay in Kent which 
won the Rousse award for Public Art.   
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

This course is held in the Sculpture Courtyard which is situated through the walled garden. We have 
morning coffee and afternoon tea at the Gardens’ Restaurant but return to the main house for lunch. 
The walk takes about 10 minutes or can be accessed by car. 
 

9.00–9.10am  Registration and coffee (main house) on arrival 
9.15am   Morning classes 
10.30am   Coffee (at the Gardens’ Restaurant) 
12.45pm   Lunch (main house) 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea (at the Gardens’ Restaurant) 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
 

 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm for any materials you 
need to purchase from the shop. 
 

Included in the course fee:  soapstone, wet and dry paper and use of tools. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
General art materials 
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Please bring: 
Sketchbook/notebook and pencil if you wish  
Old clothes/overalls and head covering as you will get dusty 
Sensible shoes/boots (sandals are not suitable)  
Pair of gloves 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:   
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course. Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence. There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence. All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. Wear sturdy boots or shoes, no open toed 
sandals. Bring fitting working gloves if you like to wear them when working (good fitting gardening 
gloves). 
 
 
Please Note:  Please allow extra time to drive to West Dean as traffic may be heavier than usual, with 
some road diversions in the immediate vicinity, due to the Revival Meeting – the motor racing event 
taking place September 8–10 at the nearby Goodwood Estate. 
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