
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

5D7195 WOODCUT PRINTS – EXPLORING THE PROCESS 
 

Tutor: ROD NELSON 
 

Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 27 AUGUST – FRIDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

Understand the techniques and processes of woodcut printing and gain the confidence to explore the 
potential of this art form. This course introduces you to the basic concepts of relief printmaking using 
wood, it will familiarise you with the tools and materials involved and help you to create successful black 
and white woodcuts by hand and with a press. 
 

On this course you: 
 

Learn how to use the tools and materials for woodcut prints in a free, purposeful manner. 
Learn how to keep tools sharp.  
Develop your artistic vocabulary.  
Experience confidence in making woodcut prints. 
Explore a range of different woods and papers. 
Experiment with cutting techniques. 
 

You begin by making a test block of marks to help you build a visual vocabulary that will underpin your 
explorations.  From these marks you start with an initial concept – you may wish to bring in drawings, 
photos or other source materials, or you can work directly from the environment at West Dean. You 
then continue to work the block through to the finished print. 
 

Tutor will demonstrate techniques and processes throughout the course which you can apply within 
your own practice. 
 

By the time you leave you will have the skills to cut a block with a degree of artistic control in black and 
white, choose suitable blocks and paper, and to make satisfying prints at home.  You will take home a 
series of finished black and white prints with your blocks. 
 

LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practise. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR:  
 

Rod Nelson is a woodblock printmaker of many years’ experience who has taught regularly at West 
Dean and who has exhibited his work nationally and internationally. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 27 August 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
   Students look at examples of successful woodblock prints.  Fundamentals of 
   relief printmaking are discussed and the safe use of tools.  Students then cut 
   and print a small block. 
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Other days: Monday 28 to Thursday 31 August 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: the workshop is open until 10pm – students may work 

untutored if they wish. 
 

Departure day: Friday 1 September 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee:   
The course fee includes the cost of providing inks, wood and paper, some papers provided by the tutor, 
with a variety of other woods and fine papers also available to purchase. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Thick black ink felt pen 
Papers suitable for printmaking 
Sketch pad, A4 or larger 
Pencil and eraser 
Chalk 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Rubber gloves 
Apron or overalls 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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