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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

After graduating from the Tapestry Department at Edinburgh College of Art in 1986  

Jo Barker has continued to design and weave tapestries for exhibition and commission from 

her studio in Edinburgh. Alongside this she has taught part-time at various art schools. Her 

work is held in several collections including the V&A Museum, London & the National 

Museum of Scotland. Public commissions include the House of Lords - London, the Scottish 

Executive - Edinburgh and the Royal Victoria Infirmary - Newcastle. Jo is the recent winner 

of The Cordis Award for Tapestry. 

Biggs & Collings are featured in Ellen Mara de Wachter’s new book for Phaidon, Co-Art: 

Artists on Creative Collaboration. They are represented by Vigo Gallery, London W1. They 

are currently working on a public art commission for London’s former Fruit & Wool 

Exchange in Spitalfields. Collings writes regular art reviews for the Evening Standard and his 

book on contemporary painting will be published by Thames & Hudson in 2018.  Biggs’ 

work for the new Royal Liverpool University Hospital will be unveiled later this year.  

Liz Cooper is an exhibition curator and project manager, specialising in contemporary craft, 

especially art textiles. Her practice centres on the valuing and placement of craft practice 

within a wider visual arts context; and building audiences for this through work with a wide 

range of venues and organisations. She is passionate about learning, and always aspires to 

create projects which entertain, challenge, educate and invite new thought. 

Liz is the part-time manager of Design-Nation, a portfolio of innovative designer-makers 

across the UK. Alongside this she runs various freelance initiatives. Currently these include 

What Do I Need to Do to Make It OK?, her current touring exhibition; consultancy for The 

Knitting & Stitching Shows; and projects in partnership with The 62 Group of Textile Artists 

and British Tapestry Group. lizcooper.org 



Annelie Holmberg is a senior lecturer in Textile Studies at Uppsala University in Sweden. 

She graduated with a PhD in Textile History from Uppsala University in 2009.  Furthermore 

she is a trained weaver and an educated teacher in textile craft (textilslöjd) for primary 

school. Annelie worked as a tapestry weaver at Friends of Handicraft for four years. Today 

Annelie teaches weaving and textile history, as well as theory and method. Her main field of 

research are connected to her knowledge in textile craft and deep interest in the culture of 

practical knowledge. An example of this is her Post-doctoral study which focuses on the 

visualization of the craftsmen responsible for production of textile art at the studio at 

Friends of Handicraft, Stockholm, during the time period 1950-2014.  

Mardi Nowak has held the position Senior Curator at Town Hall Gallery in Melbourne 

Australia for over 13 years. As an artist, Mardi has been exhibiting widely since 1995 and 

infuses her 'artists eye' into her curatorial practice by highlighting genres and mediums that 

aren't often shown in a public gallery setting. Mardi holds a Masters of Fine Art (Research) 

from Monash University where she was a seasonal lecturer in Tapestry. Her Master's thesis, 

Outfit , is an exploration of fashion, fandom and celebrity through tapestry and collage 

media. Manipulate Construct  (2008) and Fixation (2014), both held at Town Hall Gallery, 

exemplify Mardi's curatorial and also promote her vision of the gallery as a tool for 

professional development and audience education.  

Emelie Röndahl is an artist weaver and currently undertaking PhD studies in Craft at the 

Academy of Design and Crafts in Gothenburg, Sweden, where she also earned a MFA in 

2012. In 2016 she had two solo shows with her tapestries: at Friends of Handicraft in 

Stockholm and at the old spinning factory Rydals Museum in Mark, Sweden. She was 

recently an artist in residence at the Textile Arts Center in Brooklyn, New York (2014-

2015) and before that a grant holder of the Swedish Arts Committee´s International 

Program, IASPIS, a six months Artist Residency in Stockholm, Sweden. The work created 

during that period was later bought by the Swedish Arts Council for their National 

Collection (2014).  



Philip Sanderson studied at both at Middlesex University and the Royal College of Art 

before taking up the position of Master Weaver and Designer at the Professional Tapestry 

Studio at West Dean College. With over 20 years’ experience Philip has created tapestries 

for a number of spaces including Chelmsford Cathedral, The New Parliamentary Buildings in 

Westminster and the Surrey History Centre, Woking.  In addition to his professional studio 

work Philip is also an Associate Tutor on the MA Visual Arts program at West Dean 

College, a short course tutor at West Dean and a visiting lecturer. Philip also has his own 

studio practice, based in Portsmouth.  In 2014 Philip received a grant from the Theo 

Moorman Trust which has enabled continued research into creating new work that 

examines the nature of translation and the relationship between process and image.  

philipsandersontapestry.com 

Katharine Swailes is a Sussex based artist, currently working for West Dean Tapestry Studio 

as a master weaver and designer. Prior to this Katharine had a fifteen year career in costume 

construction for historical film, television and theatre. She joined West Dean Tapestry 

Studio in 2000 and has worked on commissions for Stirling Castle, Tracey Emin and Faye 

Toogood, and is currently working towards a number of artist led commissions. Katharine 

also works from her own studio in West Sussex; she was awarded The Theo Moorman 

Award for Weaving in 2016 and also shortlisted for the Cordis Prize that year. Her work is 

held in collections nationally and internationally, and Katharine exhibits regularly, her work 

can be seen at the Contemporary Applied Arts, and as part of the touring White Show with 

Flow Gallery. 

craftscouncil.org.uk/directory/maker/katherine-swailes 


