
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

LW7255 MAKING DECORATIVE SILVER BEADS 
 
Tutor: SARAH MACRAE 
 
Dates: LONG WEEKEND  THURSDAY 21 SEPTEMBER – SUNDAY 24 SEPTEMBER 

 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 

The aim of this course is to develop your ideas for interesting decorative beads, or small hollow forms 
that can be incorporated into jewellery.  
 

You should produce several interesting and unique hollow beads using basic forming and construction 
processes possibly incorporating another material. Techniques such as turning, etching, oxidising, can be 
used. 
 

The principal material used on this course is silver but depending on your ideas and inclinations other 
materials may be incorporated, for example, copper, brass, steel, exotic hardwoods, Perspex, light 
collecting Perspex rod, soapstone, slate, or silk. 
 

After looking at examples and discussing different ways to construct beads you can design your own 
bead in discussion with me and then make it with individual help as and when it is needed. There will be 
an opportunity to look at what everyone on the course has achieved on the last afternoon when there 
is a brief group review. 
 

I encourage the group to spend some time thinking and experimenting with materials while I discuss 
with each person individually the suitability of their ideas and advise on the best way to proceed to 
realise their designs. There is inspirational material available to help anyone unsure about what they 
want to make. Days 1 and 2 continue with individual help and encouragement offered where needed. 
Day 3 also continues with individual help and encouragement finishing with a review of the work 
produced after lunch. 
 

LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED   
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills.  The focus is on working towards independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Sarah Macrae, a studio jeweller and teacher, trained at the University of Brighton. She is author of 
Designing and Making Jewellery and exhibits regularly with the Designer Jewellers Group. 
 

 

TIMETABLE:  
 

Arrival day: Thursday 21 September 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students.  
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner. 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

There is a short talk with slides, some examples to look at, and a brief talk 
about health and safety in the workshop. I check that everyone is wearing 
suitable clothing and shoes and I explain about the unsupervised working time, 
that there should always be at least two people in the workshop and where to 
find the phone should there be an accident when I am not there. This is also an 
opportunity to introduce the group to each other, and to discuss students’ 
experience and expectations. 
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Other days: Friday 22 and Saturday 23 September 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored 

 

Departure day: Sunday 24 September 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Sketchbook with inspirational material and possible ideas would be useful but not essential. 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Standard silver sheet, wire, tube etc. 
 

Available from the tutor: 
I will bring a range of other materials that could be incorporated such as exotic hardwoods, Perspex. 
Light collecting Perspex rod, soapstone, slate, and silk for stringing. 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Any tools you may already have, marked with your name. 
Please come prepared with a selection of ideas that you would like to work on. 
Practical clothing/apron/footwear for use in the workshop at all times.  For example, no long loose 
sleeves to catch in machinery or gas flames; shoes should not have high heels or open toes. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY: 
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied me as to their competence.  There may be 
restrictions on the equipment available to students in my absence.  All Personal Protection Equipment, 
apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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Questionnaire 
 
This form is simply to give me some background information so that I can plan the best experience I can 
for you.  It is entirely up to you how much or how little information you feel like giving me or indeed 
whether you complete it and send it to me or not. 
 

Name  

 

Course dates    Day or resident  

 

Phone / email  

 
Your experience 
(It is really useful to know what experience you have, if any – don’t be modest – tell me what you have 
done.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Transferable skills 
Can you tell me what work you normally do or did before you retired as often people bring 
transferable skills to the course that are very helpful.  For example, opera singing would not seem to be 
an obvious transferable skill for making jewellery but in fact the breath control developed for singing 
gave one lady a flying start with using the French blowtorches we use for soldering. 
 
 
 
 
Any other interests, hobbies or skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your expectations 
There is nothing worse than being on a course that is not what you expected it to be.  Is there anything 
in particular that you want to achieve or learn on this course? 
If you have a definite idea it is a great help to me when I am preparing to know what everyone wants to 
make.  If you can do a drawing – it really doesn’t matter how simple or rough – it is just to give me 
some idea.  I won’t hold you to these drawings – you can change your mind if you want to.  Equally, if 
you are not sure yet what you want to make, wait until the course begins and we can talk about it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please either return to the Bookings Office, West Dean College, West Dean, Chichester, West Sussex 
PO18 0QZ or send by e-mail to sarahmacrae2@yahoo.co.uk 
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