
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

3D7010 RAG RUG TECHNIQUES – EXPLORING COLOUR AND SURFACE 
 
Tutor: LYNNE STEIN 
 
Dates: 3 DAYS  MONDAY 29 MAY – THURSDAY 1 JUNE 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 
Learn traditional rag rug techniques in a very experimental, exploratory way, to create a range of 
samples and/or items for the home, such as pictures, cushions, rugs and wallhangings. Emphasis will be 
on using recycled fabrics. 
 
Using a small range of simple, basic tools, you will learn both traditional hooking and prodding methods 
and less familiar rag rug and embellishment techniques to add surface texture, including needle felting 
and exciting ways of working with fabrics, threads and fibres.  You will explore the medium’s graphic, 
painterly and sculptural qualities, and its potential for creating both decorative and functional textiles of 
different scales and sizes.  
 
You will be shown how to incorporate plastics, sequins, buttons, beads and braids, and create 
decorative borders in your work, as well as using techniques such as fleece carving and sculpting, wire 
wrapping and lamination, to create a range of interesting surfaces.  
 
You will be encouraged throughout the course to explore and experiment with the creative potential of 
the medium, creating a range of samples, and small translations of images, both figurative and abstract, 
which will inform starting a small scale project of your choice.  
 
Referencing both historical and contemporary examples of rag rug making, demonstrations of 
techniques will be given throughout the course, and there will be numerous samples and examples of 
work available to look at. You will be taught every stage of making an item, from suitability, preparation 
and cutting of fabrics to finishing, backing, and protecting work, so that you will be confident to tackle 
different project ideas, beyond the course. Instruction on how to set up larger scale projects, suited to 
family, school or community involvement, and the appropriate equipment and tools will also be given. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Lynne Stein trained initially as an exhibition and display designer, and later as an art therapist. A largely 
self taught textile artist, she has had her own freelance practice for 25 years. Lynne has been the 
recipient of Arts Council England and Baring Foundation funding support for a number of her 
commissions and residencies, and her work frequently includes and involves teaching and working with a 
wide variety of community groups, particularly in health related and educational settings and creating 
commissioned work for public, corporate and domestic spaces.  
 

A contributor to several books and journals, as well as having her work featured on radio and television, 
Lynne has recently authored Rag Rug Creations – an exploration of colour and surface, published by 
Bloomsbury in 2014, which includes ideas for combining rag rug and needlefelting techniques.  
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Monday 29 May 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Tuesday 30 and Wednesday 31 May 
 

9.15am Morning classes start 
10.30am Coffee 
11.00am Morning classes continue 
12.45pm Lunch 
2.00pm Afternoon classes 
3.30pm Tea 
4.00pm Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working – workshops are available until 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor.  These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Thursday 1 June 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
You will need to collect together a good selection of fabric remnants, with the emphasis upon variety of 
colour, tone, pattern, plain, and texture. (NOT more than you can carry!) It saves time to prepare some 
fabric for both basic techniques, as follows:  
 

Shorter pieces measuring approx. ¾” x 2½” 
Long continual strips of fabric, which can be wound into balls, width approx. ½” 

 

Also source a small collection of interesting visual references 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Available in the shop: 
All purpose adhesive 
Broad-tipped indelible marker pen 
 

Available from the tutor: 
Mat making frame (24”sq.)  £15 
Hessian  £2.50 per yd. 
Rug hooks ranging from  £10 to £17.50 (both types available for purchase) 
Prodders ranging from  £2.50 to £17.50 (several types available for purchase) 
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Please bring any of the materials listed on page 2, if you have them, and in addition: 
Yarns 

e.g. Carpet / knitting wools, bouclé, slub, handspun, space - dyed, interesting novelty yarns / threads, 
embroidery etc.  Fleece (dyed & undyed), mohair. 

Fabric remnants (washed), N.B. Emphasis upon diversity of pattern, colour and texture. e.g. Lycra, wool, 
nylon, cotton, felt, net, silk, plastics, polyester etc. 
Flexible wire, (milliner's, florist's / narrow electrical) 
Interesting visual references (postcards, greeting cards, photos, drawings etc.) 
Buttons, beads, glass nuggets, copper curtain rings, pom-poms, coloured pipe cleaners, round mirror 
pieces etc. bring whatever you can 
Sharp scissors 
Pinking sheers (optional) 
One box drawing pins and small hammer (or a heavy duty staple gun and staples), if you have them 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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