
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

LW7234 MOVING METAL – EXPLORING PRESS FORMING 

 
Tutor: ANGELA CORK 
 
Dates: LONG WEEKEND  THURSDAY 14 SEPTEMBER – SUNDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
The aim of the course is to give a practical introduction into the technique of press forming; the 
manipulation of moving metal sheet to create hollow forms for the creation of a sculptural object or 
item of jewellery. 
 
The objective of this course is to explore a variety of press forming methods, including non-conforming 
and conforming dies, where the metal is pushed into and onto open and close fitting dies, using different 
materials and processes to create three-dimensional hollow forms that can be constructed into finished 
forms. Through set and individual projects you will gain an understanding of designing with the technique 
of press forming and will have the ability to make simple tools with confidence and use all of the 
equipment required for this technique, including a hydraulic press. 
 
The course has a structured start with techniques taught through practical demonstrations. There will 
also be the opportunity to develop and work on individual projects, with guided support by the tutor, to 
design and make your own finished objects.  Everyone should complete samples of pressed work, some 
may achieve more and part make or finish an actual piece of jewellery or silverware. This will depend to 
some extent on the level of your expertise and experience. This course is suitable for all abilities of 
maker and for both jewellers and silversmiths. 
 
By the end of the course you should have developed an understanding of some of the practical 
considerations of press forming, as well as extending your forming skills and general knowledge of how 
metal moves, so that you can design and make successful objects incorporating presswork. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice.  
 
You will gain more from this course if you have good strength and are physically able. You have to stand 
to use the Bonny Doon press. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Angela is highly regarded for her precise hand construction and her work has been collected by The 
Goldsmith’s Company, The National Museum of Wales and The Birmingham City Art Gallery. She was a 
tutor at Bishopsland between 2007-2015 and is Vice Chair of the Contemporary British Silversmiths.  
 

Her commissions include a Rosewater Dish for Richard Agutter, a Past Prime Warden of The 
Goldsmith’s Company; a beaker for New College, Oxford; Sir Joseph Larmor’s Plate for St John’s 
College Cambridge and trophies for the Financial Times.  
 

Angela is a Freeman of the Goldsmith’s Company and plays an active role in the Contemporary British 
Silversmiths as Vice Chair. She has taught since 2003 including; UCCA, Birmingham institute of Art and 
Design and has worked at Bishopsland a residential course for postgraduate Jewellers and Silversmiths 
from 2007-2015. 
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TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Thursday 14 September 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

A general introduction to the course and the facilities, with an overview of the 
specialist equipment and tools you will be using and a chance to see some 
examples of pressed work. 

 

Other days: Friday 15 and Saturday 16 September 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored 

 

Departure day: Sunday 17 September 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
In order to get the most from the course and bring the right materials, it is advisable that students 
prepare designs in advance of the course, but it is not essential. If you have specific ideas for projects 
and wish to discuss them with the tutor you can call 07812 111836 or email contact@angelacork.co.uk 
for advice on what to prepare and bring to the course. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Additional charge: 
On this course the tutor will supply some of the materials.  This charge should be paid to the tutor 
before the end of the course, by cash or cheque – use of the Rubber Sheet which will be free. 
 

Silicone Rubber/ Low Odour Resin/ Latex Gloves/ Acrylic/ steel, brass & copper sheet/ Aluminium for 
test pressing/ Epoxy Resin Glue 
Large sawblades / wax blades for cutting acrylic/Drill Bits 
Texturing materials for adding pattern before Press Forming 
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Available from the Shop: 
Silver, Copper and Brass sheet 
Silver Solder 
Saw Blades 
Masking Tape 
Drill bits 
Wet and Dry papers 
Epoxy Glue 
Sketchbook / notebook 
Pens, pencils and drawing materials 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
A camera – whilst not essential this may be useful to record your progress and experiments 
Please wear practical clothing, an apron, sensible footwear i.e no high heels or open toes, something to 
tie long hair.  
Texturing Materials, for e.g. feathers/ watercolour paper/ Japanese paper/ lace 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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