
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

WE7129 CARTOON DRAWING 
 
Tutor: GUY VENABLES 
 
Dates: WEEKEND  FRIDAY 21 JULY – SUNDAY 23 JULY 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
Private Eye and the Spectator’s cartoonist Guy guides you step by step on this intensive drawing course 
as you learn how to write and draw topical and satirical single panel cartoons.  Guy brings rich knowledge 
and experience of drawing as well as an introduction to the history of cartooning to inspire you.  
 
You will learn the process to develop your ideas and then hone them down to their barest forms.  
 
Drawing techniques include use of an old fashioned dip pen, drying techniques, cross hatching, solid 
black ink composition and pencil to ink work.  You will also be studying the human face and form as a 
tool of explaining a scene. 
 
The tutor will provide you with examples as photocopies, drawing demonstrations and projections.  He 
will inspire you to solve and discuss drawing cartoons to do with the day’s news, and general satire.  
 
By the end of the course you will have gained confidence in drawing your own cartoons with pen and 
ink, and be encouraged to make your drawings public by sending them to be published (or rejected!) to 
the relevant publications.  
 
LEVEL:  INTERMEDIATE   
Skills development.  For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills.  The focus 
is on further developing and building of skills working towards independent practice. 
 
Is there anything a potential student needs to be able to do to succeed on this course? 
Some drawing skill is required, this course isn’t suitable for a complete beginner to drawing. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Guy Venables had his first cartoon published in Punch aged 15 and since then has been regularly 
working as a cartoonist for publications including Private Eye, The Spectator, Punch, The Daily Mail, The 
Independent, The Times, Metro, The New Yorker, Classic Boat and Classic Sailor.  He also is a writer 
for comedy on the BBC, Channel 4, ITV and Radio 4. 
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 21 July 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

Introduction to the course, a lecture with slide show about the history of 
cartooning, and discussion.  

 

Other days: Saturday 22 July 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
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Other days continued: Saturday 22 July 
 

12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored. 

 

Departure day: Sunday 23 July 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
It’s important that you keep an eye on the week’s news.  
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Large pad of cartridge paper A3 or A2, 200gsm 
Dip pen and nibs (nibs also available to purchase from tutor) 
Indian black ink 
HB pencil and sharpener 
 
Available from the tutor: 
The tutor has a large selection of dip pen nibs that you can buy during the course if you want something 
specific to match you and your drawing style. (£1 each) 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
 
 
VEN3WE1 


