
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

LW7221 POLYCHROMATIC PRINTING WITH DYES ON PAPER AND FABRIC 

 
Tutor:  DAWN DUPREE 
 
Dates:  LONG WEEKEND  FRIDAY 8 SEPTEMBER – MONDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
This workshop aims to explore the creative potential of printing and painting with dyes working directly 
onto silk screens with a range of mark-making tools. 
 
Through a series of demonstrations and studio work, you will experiment with polychromatic printing, 
and discover new methods of mark-making, layering and colouring both fabric and paper surfaces. 
 
The course is designed to allow participants to experiment freely and focus on exploring new 
possibilities in print encouraging unconventional methods of enquiry.  Your experiments can explore 
how various materials interact in a form of alchemy, where often surprising and unpredictable results 
unfold. 
 
Reactive dyes in solution are painted directly onto silk screens and dried onto the mesh in this exciting 
process.  Subsequently the surface can be interrupted; using a range of liquids and gums in order to 
distort the surface and to dilute, bleed and resist the dyes, to produce unique prints.  Finally the silk 
screen is printed onto paper or fabric adjusting pressure and saturation of colour, whilst revealing 
inconsistencies in both mesh and printed substrate.  Unique marks and textures are incorporated in this 
way in a process that is impossible to repeat.  Pigments can be overlaid onto wet or semi dried prints to 
experiment further. 
 
Mark-making tools will be constructed from everyday objects and found materials and serve to expand 
students’ visual dialogue. These tools are used at every stage of the process for drawing, layering, and 
scratching into surfaces. 
 
Drawing from a wealth of knowledge and experience of process based practice, Dawn will introduce 
various techniques and suggest ways to distort or manipulate these processes. 
 
You are encouraged to respond intuitively and develop a personal approach using the various methods 
introduced and responding to the process.  Group discussion and reflection, as well as individual 
guidance, provide an opportunity to exchange ideas and support personal process. 
 
There will be a strong focus on experimentation and you can expect to gain skills and confidence in 
new working methods.  Expect to produce a selection of fabric samples and/or small textile/paper 
artworks by the end of the course. 
 
LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner.  A structured start is followed by guided independent practice. 
 
You are invited to ‘play’ with process and be open to a spirit of investigation. No prior knowledge is 
needed. 
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ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Dawn Dupree has been experimenting with textile print processes since 1990.  She produces textile 
artworks incorporating both traditional and contemporary methods of screen printing and heat transfer 
techniques.  She has exhibited widely in the UK and internationally, and her work features in numerous 
collections including The Crafts Council, The Arts Council of Wales and the V&A Museum.  Her 
extensive teaching experience includes visiting lecturer at Goldsmiths College and course leader at 
London Printworks Trust.  She has also designed and delivered a diverse range of projects in various 
contexts. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 8 September 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course.  
  On the first evening students will be preparing silk screens. 
 

Other days: Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 September 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work on 

providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored 
 

Departure day: Monday 11 September 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring an A4 or A3 black-and-white image; photocopied onto tracing paper or acetate, to transfer onto a 
silk screen for printing. This can be from a variety of sources eg. ink drawing, photograph, or text and 
works best if it is in high contrast. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Additional charge: 
On this course the tutor will supply most of the materials needed.  A charge of £30 should be paid to 
the tutor before the end of the course, by cash or cheque. 
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Available from the Shop: 
The shop stocks some of the materials required for this course including: 
Sketchbook/notebook 
Fabrics (un-dyed cotton / linen / silk) 
Watercolour paper 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Apron /rubber gloves 
Camera to document process 
Sketchbooks or research material (photos/drawings) 
A small group of objects for initial inspiration (interesting shapes/textures/patterns)  
Selection of fabrics which can comprise of different types or weights of cottons, linens, calico, – aim for 
2–4 metres in total 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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