
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

5D7135 MOSAICS – THE PRINCIPLES OF MAKING 
 

Tutor: EMMA BIGGS 
 

Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 23 JULY – FRIDAY 28 JULY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
This course is about ideas. We will look at the thought processes that underlie the production of a 
successful mosaic. Ideas can play just as significant a role in making something visually effective as mastery 
of techniques – and this course aims to demonstrate how and why.  
 
The first day will be spent getting a sense of what each individual wishes to achieve, with reference to 
materials, technique, and design. It is a day of wholly practical work and class discussion. The next day 
begins with a slide lecture, with images chosen to illuminate aspects of the projects students aim to 
undertake, and chosen to relate to them.  From this point onwards, the entire course will be a mixture 
of practical, hands-on work, and illustrated lectures. You can attend the lectures or not, as you wish, but 
the aim is that they should be a resource useful long after you finish your week of study. The talks are a 
way of analysing what the point is of this meticulous art-form, and what it is capable of expressing – 
based on illustrations of historical and contemporary mosaics – and to use this understanding to enable 
the students to go back to the studio and apply it to work produced there. 
 
Lectures will cover the roles of Line and Cutting, Colour and Light, Form, and finally Texture. We will 
look not simply at what something does, but why it does it – so the course is based on issues broader 
than technique alone. By the end of the course, everyone should come away with a new or a renewed 
sense of the breadth of the subject, and be stimulated and inspired to take their work in mosaic further.  
 
LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED 
This is suitable for those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, or for more 
experienced practitioners who want to expand skills. The focus is on working towards independent 
practise. 
 

To benefit from this intense course, it is preferable that you have completed at least one weekend 
beginners' course, here at West Dean or elsewhere. You will have already grasped the basics of how to 
use nippers to cut tiles. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Emma Biggs is a professional mosaic artist of many years experience.  Her work has been shown 
internationally and is in collections world-wide.  She has been a keynote speaker at the British 
Association of Modern Mosaic (BAMM), at the Society of American Mosaic Artists (SAMA) and at the 
Mosaic Association of Australia and New Zealand (MAANZ).  She has lectured and given tutorials at 
many British and some American art schools.  She was recently invited to participate in the international 
show in Japan, ‘Mosaic Abroad’.  In addition to her mosaic career, she works as a collaborative artist 
with her husband Matthew Collings.  They are represented by Vigo Gallery, Dering St, London. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 23 July 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
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Other days: Monday 24 to Thursday 27 July 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm   Evening working – workshops are available up to 10 pm for those wishing to 
   work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
   untutored. 
 

   Optional: Taking advantage of Sonia Kings’ concurrent mosaics course, we 
jointly give a presentation/lecture using lots of images, including historical and 
contemporary mosaics. 

 

   The opportunity for cross-over learning between the two classes is 
encouraged, offering students expanded resources. Possible topics include 
colour, texture, design of mosaics and professional development. 

 

Departure day: Friday 28 July 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am.) 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm   Tea then departure 
 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm.  
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Please bring your chosen materials with you. It is recommended that you bring a larger variety than what 
is planned so other kinds of creative artistic choices can be considered.  
 

Available from the Shop: 
Charcoal 
Paper and pencils 
Wooden trays (as supports for mosaics): prices from £6 – £15 according to size 
 

Available from the tutor: 
Emma will make available a limited selection of materials available for purchase. Costs should be paid to 
her before the end of the course, by cash or cheque. Bringing your own materials will guarantee getting 
the materials you need. 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
Materials which you think may be of interest or use – found material, stone etc. 
Plastic containers for mixing grout and to hold mosaic pieces (e.g. yoghurt pots) 
Mixing tools – old spoons or spatulas 
A jam jar  
Tile nippers – side tile nippers with a spring. These are essential. Please contact the tutor if you are 

uncertain as to the type to buy.  
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Please bring continued: 
Bubble wrap or newspaper to protect your finished mosaic panel 
Apron/overalls 
Barrier cream or rubber gloves 
Watercolour type paintbrush 
A small, inexpensive screwdriver – the kind you might find in a Christmas cracker 
 

The College will provide a lightweight face mask (essential) and protective glasses. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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