
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

3D7250 WATERCOLOURS – EXPLORING TEXTURE AND PATTERN 
 
Tutor: JULIE COLLINS 
 
Dates: 3 DAYS  TUESDAY 19 SEPTEMBER – FRIDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 
 
 
ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
This course is both practical and experimental.  The start of this course is structured and organised.  
You will be guided by your tutor to experiment, learning to get the most out of this challenging 
medium.  There will be some set exercises to help you to loosen up.  Then you will be encouraged to 
work more independently and find your own ‘style’. 
 
The course starts with a focus on the various elements that make a successful painting.  There will be 
some drawing, and you will work from still life and plants.  Through a series of exercises you will 
consider composition, colour and tone, and reflect on where texture and pattern can be introduced 
into your paintings. 
 
The tutor will guide you through various techniques, including watercolour washes, creating layers, 
keeping your work fresh, creating textures, creating patterns and where they can be included in a 
painting and appear as part of the picture.  You will also use ink and watercolour together and be 
shown how to combine these two materials. 
 
Julie will demonstrate all working methods, including watercolour techniques, colour and tone.  You will 
be advised on materials and the pros and cons of various watercolour tools.  We finish with a review of 
all the work completed during the three days.  
 
By the end of the course you will have learnt how to plan and make more complex paintings.  You will 
have gained many practical tips and developed your confidence as an independent painter.  
 
LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE   
Skills development.  For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills.  The focus 
is on further developing and building of skills working towards independent practice. 
 
ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Julie is a successful contemporary painter who exhibits widely in the UK.  She has received numerous 
awards including RWA Watercolour Award, 1st Prize 2016, Discerning Eye – best painting award and 
many other awards from the RWS, London.  Julie is author of many art books on watercolour and 
colour mixing and writes regularly for the Artist magazine. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Tuesday 19 September 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

The first evening will be an introductory talk outlining the content of the 
course.  Here we can get to know one another and ask any questions so that 
we are all ready to start work the next morning.  Please bring a note book and 
pen to this session. 
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Other days: Wednesday 20 and Thursday 21 September 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to work 

on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are untutored. 
 

Departure day: Friday 22 September 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 

 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Research any artists or styles of watercolour where pattern and texture is used which will give a good 
idea of the kind of work that inspires you. 
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Materials included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes the cost of providing still life objects including plants, vegetables or flowers.   
It also includes the cost of providing some materials shared amongst the group to try out: 
A limited amount of artists quality watercolour paints, waterproof drawing inks, wax, masking tape, 
various samples of watercolour paper, putty rubbers, palettes (to borrow).  
The materials will be discussed in depth at the introductory session on the first evening. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
HB pencil     Putty rubber 
Sharpener     Masking tape 
A4 or A5 sketch book    Cartridge paper 
Watercolour paper    Mixing palette 
Brushes     Watercolour paints 
Waterproof drawing ink    Masking fluid 
Dipping pens    Fine waterproof drawing pens 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them and please bring similar materials if you wish to use them. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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