
 
 
SHORT COURSE DETAILS 
 

5D6997 ABSTRACT VALUES IN LANDSCAPE PAINTING 
 
Tutor: JOHN MEAKER 
 
Dates: 5 DAYS  SUNDAY 21 MAY – FRIDAY 26 MAY 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE: 
 
On this practical course you will deal with the nuts and bolts of painting, combining observation and 
abstract picture making.  The tutor will support you to develop your own personal style and help you to 
further develop your response to the springtime landscape.  
 
The tutor will introduce and explain both a traditional observational vision of landscape, and a 
modernist and analytical vision.  Techniques include the abstract experiments of the early 20th Century 
with the inclusion of 3D geometry, “field painting” and “gesture painting”, compositional dynamics and 
colour theories.  Among the traditional landscape artists you will explore Alexander Cozens and his 
compositional innovations.  You will also refer to the British landscape paintings of Ivon Hitchens, and 
the ideas of David Bomberg. 
 
Each day you will be working from the landscape as well as in the studio where you will make a series of 
studies and exercises familiarising you with some of the fundamental forms of Abstraction.  The 
exercises will deal with compositional dynamics, gestural expression, lights, the balancing of tones, and 
colour traditions.  You will look at European and American Abstraction and discover analogies between 
classical and modern painting.  
 
You are invited to select your own choice of painting or drawing mediums.  
 
By the end of the course you will have initiated or further developed your own process of painting 
combining a dialogue with nature and a familiarity with abstract forms and ideas. 
 

LEVEL: INTERMEDIATE/ADVANCED   
For those who have taken a related course or have some existing skills, and for more experienced 
practitioners who want to expand skills.  The focus is on working towards independent practice. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
John Meaker is a prolific artist experienced teacher and lecturer; he studied at St. Albans, Goldsmiths 
and the Royal Academy Schools.  His paintings combine human and mythic dramas, and abstract 
composition.  
 

 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Sunday 21 May 
 

From 4.00pm Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm  Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm  Dinner 
8.00pm–9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 

The introductory session will be a PowerPoint presentation illustrated with the 
works of guiding artists, mainly masters of 20th century abstract and landscape 
painting.  They help us to cross the bridge from a tradition of observational 
vision to the imaginative and analytical vision of abstraction.  The tutor will also 
present the interpretive vision of 21st century art.  
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Other days:  Monday 22 to Thursday 25 May 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.30pm  Tea 
4.00pm  Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm  Classes finish 
From 6.30pm Dinner 
8.00pm  Evening working: workshops are available up to 10pm for those wishing to 

work on providing this has been discussed with the tutor. These sessions are 
untutored 

 

Departure day: Friday 26 May 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm  Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

REQUIRED PREPARATION: 
Bring some images of favoured landscapes and/or examples of abstraction that intrigue you.  Some 
images of your own work would be helpful.   
 
MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm. 
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 
Available from the Shop: 
Your preferred painting and drawing media, pastels 
Sketchbooks, papers, painting surfaces, brushes, palettes and mediums 
 
Available from the tutor: 
The tutor can also supply gaps in art kit materials, please pay tutor for materials used. 
 
Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition:  
Bring some images of favoured landscapes and/or examples of abstraction that intrigue you.  Some 
images of your own work would be helpful.   
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  There are no health and 
safety restrictions on access to this studio/teaching space in the absence of the tutor.  All Personal 
Protection Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. 
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