
 
 

SHORT COURSE DETAILS  
 

LW7191     GARDEN MOSAICS – PEBBLES, MARBLE AND TREASURES 
 

Tutor: HILARY SHAND 
 

Dates: LONG WEEKEND  FRIDAY 25 AUGUST – MONDAY 28 AUGUST 
 
 

ABOUT YOUR COURSE:  
 

Learn how to mix pebbles, marble, and slate with your found TREASURES such as fossils, shells, beads 
and glass to make a textured, lasting mosaic for your garden. 
 

On the course you learn how to develop a design suitable for these materials, how to hand cut marble 
and other stone into tesserae using the hammer and hardie, and how to place these with pebbles, slate 
and some of your own collections of treasures in a cement mortar.  You go on to make two mosaics, to 
take home.  They will last for ever and can be used as stepping stones or wall decorations. 
 

We use two different methods of setting the materials and there is also the chance to talk through an idea 
or project you have for your garden.  With your new skills you will be able to carry on working at home. 
 

The College will provide British pebbles which gives a palette of pale, tan and darker pebbles, 10 to 
30mms is the size limit.  These are enough for the course but if you would like to work with whites, 
blacks or coloured pebbles you can find them at your local garden centre or builder’s merchants. 
Remember the size must be no more than 30mms.  The intrepid student can contact a stone mason for 
off cuts of marble and stone! 
 

Please bring along treasures you would like to include in your mosaic – shells, fossils, glass and anything 
else you can think of. 
 

One of the two mosaics you take home will be heavy and will measure 18ins / 46cms in diameter, so be 
prepared to transport them horizontally. 
 

The workshop is open in the evening for anyone wishing to sort pebbles and plan designs. 
 

LEVEL: SUITABLE FOR ALL 
A subject focused course that is delivered to suit any level of experience from beginner to advanced 
practitioner. A structured start is followed by guided independent practise. 
 

ABOUT YOUR TUTOR: 
Hilary Shand trained as a painter at Bath Academy of Art and studied marble and stone mosaics in 
Ravenna, Italy. She specialises in garden work and exhibits frequently. 
 
 

TIMETABLE: 
 

Arrival day: Friday 25 August 
 

From 4.00pm  Arrival for residential students 
6.45pm   Non-residential students please arrive by 6.45pm for welcome chat and dinner 
7.00pm   Dinner 
8.00pm – 9.00pm First teaching session – attendance is an essential part of the course. 
 

Other days: Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 August 
 

9.15am   Morning classes start 
10.30am  Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
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Other days continued: Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 August 
 

2.00pm   Afternoon classes 
3.30pm   Tea 
4.00pm   Afternoon classes continue 
5.00pm   Classes finish 
From 6.30pm  Dinner 
8.00pm Evening working.  The workshop is open in the evening for anyone wishing to 

sort materials and plan designs. 
 

Departure day: Monday 28 August 
 

(Residential students to vacate rooms by 10am) 
 

9.15am  Morning classes start 
10.30am   Coffee 
11.00am  Morning classes continue 
12.45pm  Lunch 
2.00pm  Afternoon classes 
3.00pm   Classes finish 
3.30pm  Tea then departure 
 
 

MATERIALS FOR YOUR COURSE: 
We have a generously stocked craft shop, which opens daily from 8.30am–2pm.  
For any materials you need to purchase from the shop, we suggest you do so during the first morning of 
your course, after having discussed with your tutor. 
 

Materials included in the course fee: 
The course fee includes the cost of slate, some marble and British pebbles, the cost of bases, the ‘wet 
mortar’ (sand, ballast, Portland cement and concrete plasticizer) and release agent. 
 

Available from the Shop: 
Drawing/sketch pad 
Pencils 
Tile nippers with a spring – you can borrow these from the College 
 

Please bring any of the above, if you have them, and in addition: 
An 18inch/46cms ruler 
Any frost proof treasures such as shells and favourite pebbles and anything else you would like to 
include in your mosaics. 
Half a bag of pebbles is provided by the College, please bring COLOURED, evenly shaped pebbles 
measuring up to 30mms if you wish.  See Yellow Pages Directory for builder’s merchants and garden 
centres. 
1 inch paint brush 
A water spray with a trigger action (as used in kitchens and gardens, I litre) 
Flat trays in which to store sorted pebbles – eg. seed trays 15 x 9ins  38 x 24cms  
Bubble wrap or similar for transporting mosaics which must be carried horizontally 
A pointed knife 
Heavy duty rubber gloves 
Apron 
Small spatula 
 

You will use most of the above on the course, but nothing needs to be new. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY:  
The tutor instructs students in health and safety issues relevant to this course.  Students may work 
unsupervised on agreed projects once they have satisfied the tutor as to their competence.  There may 
be restrictions on the equipment available to students in the tutor’s absence.  All Personal Protection 
Equipment, apart from footwear, is provided by the College. Protective glasses, a light weight face mask 
and vinyl gloves are supplied by the College – just ask. 
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