
 
OBJECT AND MATERIALS CONSERVATION 

CONSERVATION OF ARMS AND ARMOUR 

OM1704 5-8 JUNE 2017 (3 day course) 

 
A wide choice of primary training is 

available in this country in aspects of 

object care.  However, there are relatively 

few opportunities for conservation 

professionals to find specialist training in 

traditional skills and enhance their 

knowledge of materials and techniques. 

West Dean College has developed a 

series of short courses aimed at meeting 

this training need.  

 

Most museum collections will have some 

arms and armour, whether it be a dagger, 

a shotgun or a full Japanese armour.  

However, there are relatively few 

opportunities for conservation 

professionals to find specialist training in 

these objects.  Often, particularly with 

firearms, conservators forget what they 

know about materials and allow someone 

with firearm shooting experience to take 

the lead.  Techniques for working firearms 

are often inappropriate for those in 

museums and this course is aimed at 

giving the conservator that knowledge and 

confidence.  

 

This course is designed to offer 

participants guidance in established 

methods for the conserving of European 

and Oriental arms and armour, the safe 

handling and treating of edged weapons 

and antique firearms.  It will assume 

knowledge of metal and organic 

conservation so as to focus on the specific 

problems to these types of objects. 

 

Course Leader 

Suzanne Dalewicz-Kitto, Conservation 

Manager, Royal Armouries 

Course Tutors 

Sarah Glenn, Senior Textile Conservator, 

V&A Museum  

Lauren McGhee, Conservator, Royal 

Armouries 

Shayne Rivers, Head of the School of 

Conservation at West Dean College. 

Ellie Rowley-Conwy, Conservator, Royal 

Armouries 

Chris Smith, Senior Conservator, Royal 

Armouries, Tower of London 

 

Participants 

The participants will be conservators 

working with arms and armour 

collections. They are expected to have 

knowledge of conservation treatments 

especially for wood and metal.  The aim 

of the course is to guide those wishing to 

learn more about the special needs of 

arms and armour within a museum 

context. 

 

West Dean will be running a course on 

‘Medieval armouring – The 15th century 

Italian Gauntlet’ from 4 to 7 May.  More 

details will be on our website soon. 

 

 

OUTLINE PROGRAMME 
 

Conservation of materials will not be taught, as the course focuses on the specific problems 

that effect arms and armour.  Advanced techniques will also not be taught, but many of them 

will be described so parameters may be understood.  Two evening practical sessions, will 

cover repairing mail and re-leathering.  The range of arms and armour covered will include 

all parts of the world and ages but will be by no means exhaustive.  The course will focus on 

the more commonly found objects but participants will be invited to put forward their own 

cases studies for discussion.  By the end of the course, participants may expect to 

understand: Types and materials in arms and armour, how to handle arms and armour safely, 

how to repair mallè, when and how to re-leather an armour, specific problems, and, how to 



dress an armour for display. The residential nature of this event will enable the informal 

exchange of viewpoints and experience.  

Day 1  Monday 

 
16.00-18.30 Register at Reception Desk 

18.45  Welcome Talk 

19.00  Dinner followed by 

Evening  Welcome to the course and introductions.  What we will cover over the 
next few days.  Who are the Royal Armouries, our sites and our collections. 
Other collections and useful contacts. 

  Start European history of armour 

 
Day 2  Tuesday   

 

Morning Continue European Armour from classical Greek to present day 

Different types of arms and armour ie plate and mail, textile, plastic, horse 

armour and the issues surrounding composite or mixed material armours 

including surface finishes 

Afternoon To leather or not to leather?  A conservator’s dilemma 

  Introduction to re-leathering and hot waxing 

  Practical re-leathering and hot waxing 

Evening  Material testing in arms and armour 

 
Day 3  Wednesday   

 

Morning Non-European arms and armours, including Indian and Japanese.  Japanese 

lacquer   

Afternoon Firearms including safety checks, chronology, legal.  Practical non-dry firing 

  Introduction to mallé 

Evening  Practical on repairing mallé 

 
Day 4  Thursday   

 

Morning Textiles in armour 

Health and Safety eg poisons, radiation, asbestos, ammunition, old pest treatments 

etc 

Afternoon Mounts including how to dress an armour 

15:30  Course ends 

 
Non-residential course fee:  £436  

Fully inclusive residential course fee:    

Shared bathroom facilities £607  

Standard room with private bathroom facilities £667 

Superior room with private bathroom facilities £727 
 

HOW TO BOOK 
Please complete one booking form, or copy of form, per person per course and enclose a deposit for 

each course booked. On receipt of your booking, we will send all the further details you will need for 

your visit, including the course details, full details of cancellation conditions and your final payment 

slip. Travel instructions will be sent to all students. 

For further information on the course, please contact CPD Course Organiser:  cpd@westdean.org.uk 

or +44 (0) 1243 818219. 

For further information about booking please telephone the Bookings Office on +44 (0)1243 811301. 

Website:  www.westdean.org.uk/College 


