
  

 

Disaster response and salvage training 
 
Emma Dadson 
 
Tuesday 4 April 2017 
 
British Library Centre for Conservation 
96 Euston Road 
London NW1 2DB 
 
Map:  www.bl.uk/aboutus/quickinfo/loc/stp/  
 
This practical hands-on course focuses on the techniques and strategies that may need to be applied in 
dealing with water-damage to collections in libraries and archives. The course will convey methods that 
can be deployed in dealing with both minor and major water-damage incidents that impact on books, 
documents and other holdings, and using case studies and worked examples, help participants to 
quantify their capacity and capability to deal with incidents themselves.  
 
By the end of the course, participants will be able to:  
 

 Have a clear understanding about safe and sensible actions in containing an incidents 

 Salvage damaged books in-house where appropriate 
 Understand the role of stabilisation and how to prevent secondary damage 
 

Previous attendees commented that they had learnt ‘how much there is to think about when dealing 
with a disaster and how to prioritise actions’, 'the importance of preparedness, tips for emergency kits 
and for small scale incidents’, and ‘how to assess what we can cope with ourselves and when to call in 
help'.  This session is limited to only 15 places. 
Please state on the Booking Form which session you wish to attend, morning or afternoon, or your 
booking will not be processed. 
The day is led by Harwell Document Restoration Services.  
 
Programme 

13.30 
 

Registration  

13.45 Introduction:  Aims and objectives 
 

14.00 Responding effectively to leaks – decision-making and techniques for containment  
 

14.45 
 
15.15 

Salvage techniques – air-drying, stabilisation and methodologies  
 
Break 
 

15.30 
 
16.30 
 
17.00 

Practical salvage exercise 
 
Adapting your approach for major incidents 
 
End 
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